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AYES
Mr. Angwin | M. Lambert
Mr. Brown v Mr. Lutey
Mr. Chesson i Mr. Smlith
Mr. Colller Mr. Troy
Mr. Davles Mr, Walker
Mr. Dull Mr. Wiitcock
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Willson
Mr. Hudson Mr. 0'Loghlen
I i {Telier)
NOES,
Mr. Broun My, Mitehell
Mr, Draper Mr. Money
Mr. George My, Nalrn
Mr. Grifiths ' Mr. Pickering
Mr. Harrison My, Scaddan
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Johnston Mr. Willmott
Sir H. B, Letroy Mr. Maley
{Telier.)

Mr. Speaker:
the Noes,

] give my easting vote with
Question thus negatived.,

Committee resumed.

The Chairman: The question js:
Schedule be agreed to.

Hon. P, Collier: I move—

That the Chairman do

Chair.

The Chairman: The question ig that T leave
the Chair and report progress.

Hon. T. Walker: Nothing of the sort.

Ifon. P. Collier: 1 simply moved that you
slould leave the Chair

Question stated and a divigion calied fer.

Hon. P. Collier: [ have got you now, Mr.
Chairman, You will not be able to vote for
xour own ruling this time.
¢ The Chairman: T will not take any instruc-
ticne from you,

Hon. P>, Collier: You are
Chairman of Committecs.

The Chairman: T know how to Lehave my-
self and yon do not.

That the

now leave the

not fit to be

Hon. P. Collier: Behave yourself!  You
ought to be draggld out of there,
The Chairman: Order!
Drivision resulfed as follows:—
Ayes 14
Noes 17
Majorvity against 3
AYRS.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Smlth
Mr. Brown Mr. Troy
Mr. Chesson Mr. Walker
Mr, Collier Mr. Willcock
Mr. Davien Mr. Wilson
Mr. Hudson Me, O'Loghlen
Mr. Lambert (Teller.)
Mr, Luley

NOES.
My, Broun Mr. Maley
Mr, Draper Mr, Miichell
Mr, Duf? ! Mr. Money
Mr. George Mr. Nalrn
ALr. Griffiths Mr, Pickering
My, Harrison = Mr. Scaddan
Mr, Hlickmott Mr., Witlmott
Mr, Jolbnston Mr, Hardwick
Sir H. B. Lefroy (Teller.}

Question thus negatived.

Progress reported.

Mr, HUDSON: T should like to know
where we stand. What stage lhave we
reached !

The SPEAKER: The Chairman reported
to the House that the Committee had consid-
ereel the Bill, made progress and asked leave
to sit again, 1 do not knoew how mueh pro-
gress has been made.

Hauze adjourned at 11.55 p.m,
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URGENCY MOTION—FIREWOOD
CUTTERS’' STRIKE.

Mr. SPEAKER [4.33]: T have received
the following notice from the leadér of the
()pposltlon —_

T desire to give notice that it is my in-
teution, on the asseinbling of the House
this :1Eternoon, to move a motion for the
adjournment of the House to diseuss »
matter of urgent publie Importance, namely
the closing of the mines in Kalgoorlie and
Boulder, conseguent upon the strike of
woodentters in the districet.

1n order to comply with the Standing Orders,
it will be necessary for seven members to rise
ia their places.

Seven members having risen in their places,
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Hon. P. COLLIER (RBoulder) |[+34]: T am
moving the adjournnent of the House in order
to afford members an opportunity to consider
the position that has arisen in the prineipal
wining centre of the State. No .doubt mem-
bers are aware, from their reading of the
newspaper reports, of the position that cxists
in Kalgoorliec and Boulder. Within the past
week & strike has occurred on the wood line
whenee the mines draw their supplies of fuel,
and this has resulted in the closing down
from day to day of the whole of the mines
in that distriet. Some 3,000 men are now out
of work, and with their families and depend-
ants are in very straitoned eircumstances,
May [ briefly vecount the eircumstances
which led up to this trouble? The men who
have bheen engaged in getting the firewood
for the mines have until quite reeently been
members of the Australian Workera’ Union,
hut during the last month or two cfforts have
been made by one or two individuals to in-
duee the cutters to withdraw their member-
ship from the AW.T. and to join what has
heen deseribed as the O.B.T. TUnfortunately,
and T say it advisedly, they have been sucecss-
ful to & very great extent, as [ believe some-
thing like 80 per cent of the meil engaped as
firewood cutters have withdrawn from the
AW, and joined the O.B.T. Since this
occurred the same persons who were respon-
sible for the division in the ranks of these
men have successfully endeavoured to induee
the section which jeined the O.B.T1. to go on
strike. I 2m not informed as to the whole of
the eircumstances attending the cessation of
work, but T understand it was over a com-
paratively trivial matter, ag to the allocation
of a black of land te onc or two particular
cutters.  However, the fact is they have
ceased work, Tt is interesting to know that
nearly the whole of the men who withdrew
from the AW.U. and joined the new union
belong to the foreign clement or are of
foreign extraction.

My Pitkington:
unign?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Nao, it is not. As a
nmatter of fact therc is no such union in Weat-
ern Australia as an O.B.U,, but one or two
individuals who induced these men to join vp
simply formed a mew union which they ealled
the OB.U. Suech a union does not really ex-
ist in Western Australia. Practically the
whole of these men who withdrew from the
AW, are of forciom extraction, and T un.
derstand that the British section of the eut-
tera who have remained members of the
AW, have continued at work. They are
working at the present time, but some 50 or
G0 woodentters are not ecapable of supplying
anything like the requirements of the mines.
Consequently the whole of the mines have
c¢losed down, and unless the tronble is settled
very speedily, it is almost certain that these
mines will rot re-onen this side of Christmas.
I'f this he #o, we shall have 3,000 wen in the
Kalgoorlie and Boulder district idle till the
new year, and it is well known that, owing
to the inadequate wages they have heen re-

Ts the O.B.U". a registered

. vantrols the
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veiving for years pust in comparison with the
cost of living, none of these people have any
savings by them, and ou the first day when
they ceased to work, they practically reached
the end of their resources. The position will
he that the maintenance of these men and
their families will fall on the Government.
This merning 1 received an urgeut telegram
fram the responsibie officials of the Miners'
Union in Boulder, nsking me to approach the
Fremier aud rvequest that an officer be sent
to the fielils at once to arrange tor food sup-
plies for those who are in need, It is rathor
an extraordinary thing that a few hundred
foreigners, a very small proportion if indeel
any of whom are naturalised Britishers,
ghould thus be able to paralyse one of the
principal industries of the State. It i3 a
condition of things that ought not to be per-
mitted to continue. It seems to me that we
have reached the point when the Government
wenld be justified in considering whether the
seetion who have taken this action should he
given eutters' licenses in future. I believe
that the Government have already de-
cided. if mnot under the Aet then on some
other authority, that no additienal foreigners
will he permitted to take out woodcutters'
liveuses, but those who now hold liconses or
have had them in the past will have the right
of renewal. 1 helieve I am right in saying
that the action of the mer who ceased work.
wnd consequently have thrown all the miner«
out of work, is very strongly resented by the
people of the Kalgeorlie and Boulder distriet
who are snffering as a resalt, but they are
powerless ta act in the matter. [ supgest to
the Government that perhaps. some Ministes,
prohably the Minister for Mines who also
controly the forests, might visit the ficlds at
the carliest possible moment if it is thought
that his services woull he of any use, so that
the whole of the cireumstanees might be con-
sidered on the spot. We ouzht not to allow
a handful of men, and non-Britishers at tilat,
to hold up the whele of the wmines in that dis-
trict. It is unfortunately true that the
wood cutters hold the key to the situatiom
Although the men in the mines have no
digpute whatever, the woorl cutters hv with
drawing their labour, are able to affect the
whole of the community in the Kalgoorlic
and Boulder distriet, and something like
3,000 men are now out of work, 3,000 men
who had wo say at all in the dispute in
question and who have no opportunity tfo
proteet themselves.  ‘The maintenance of
these peaple will fall or the Government
and it will involve the expeniliture of many
thousands per week, beecanse these men and
their families cannot be allowed to ge in
want throvgh no fault of their own, 1If the
trouble is not speedily setlled the mines will
remain eclosed until after Christmas. T hope
that the Minister for Mines and Forests wha
issue of wood-cutters' licenses
will be nble to give an assurance that he will
take steps to hring about a speedy =settle-
ment of the dispute. I have no wish to
labour the question heyond impressing on
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members the importance of it, and it should
hardly be necessary to do that, because mem-
lwrs realise that any action which results
in the closing down of the chief producing
mines of the State and the throwing out of
work of such a large number of wmen, thus
pitralyaing the whole of the industrial life
of that large centre, iy of most serious and
urgent importance to the whole of the people
ot this State. I hope the Minister will be
able te proceed to the fields at an early date.
If 1 can be of uny serviee I shall be glad
to accompany him, or if he ean auggest
some way ot bringing this element regpons-
ible for the treuble under the control of
Parlinment, or of the department, I ghall
o all in my power to assist him, I move—

That the 1fouse do now adjourn.

Mr. TEESDALE (Koebourne) [4.45]: |
should like to place on record my apprecia-
tion of the action of the leader ol the Oppo-
sitioa upon thiv mattér. The thanks of the
community are due to him for ealling atten-
tion to it, and for his offur to help in this
dificulty. Tt is a seandalous state of affairs
that an industry, whieh at present is work-
ing fairly quietly, and is reasonably likely
to keep on working should be, as it were,
pavalysed by threc or four scoundrela. Had
I' my way, it would not L a question of
withdrawing the licenses from some of these
men, but of wmaking nse of half-a-dozen
rifles againet them. There are one or two
sceundrels who should not be allowed to re-
main in Australia. Australin has been alto-
gether too solicitous about them on two or
three oceasions aud toe long-suffering, and
las released these men when they should have
heen compelled to serve their full sentences.
This is the sort of treatment that is meted
out 1o those whe arc considerate to others.
It is looked upon as an expression of weak-
ness when one is considerate, the worse steps
inmnediately follow. If the Minister for
Mines and the leader of the Opposition could
go up to the ficlds and find out who is dip-
eetly responsible for this trouble, the Tederal
Government could hwe approached and asked
to deport these men. They are the curse of
the vountry. They are no good dezd or alive,
andd they ought to he kicked out. .

The MINISTER $OR MTNES (Hon. J.
Seaddan—Albany) [4.47]: One may or may
not be disposed to re-eche the sentiments
cxpressell by the member for Roebourne (Mr,
Teesdale}. T awm afraid they will not help
us to solve the problem we are faced with
at the moment.

Mr. O'Loghler: Take him up with you,

The MINISTER 1FOR MINES: T would
vather send him as Joln the Baptist. X
reccgnise that the position i3 n serious ome,
but how to solve it at present is rather
diffienlt. There is a handful of wmen on the
fields who have taken the law into their own
lands.  They have withdrawn their member-
ship from an organisation which is working
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under a registered agreement, and have thus
placed themselves outside the pale of the
Jaw. Memhers will thua realise that tho solu-
tion of the difticulty is not so simple as
would at first appear. Bome time since we
had u strike of workers on the wood lines,
which held wp the mining industry for a
congiderable time and was the cause of a
tremendons amount of distress, Finally a
solution wns found by an agreement being
made between the timber companies and the
braneh of the Australian Workers' Tnion
which was responsible for the men, That
agreement has been operating fairly satis-
factorily ever since, and the men hove been
constantly at work. During that dispute some
little friction arose owing to the attitude
adopted by eertain sections on bath sides,
which eaused a fair number of “the forcigners
who were cmployed on the wood lines to
retire from that work. Many, indeed, actu-
ally left the Stute. When I was last in Kal-
goorlie T was advised that the number of
men employed on the wood lines was not
aufficient to supply the raines and keep them
working nat full capacity.

ITen. P. Collier: If they stopped getting
firewood for 24 hours the mines would be
in an awkward position.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
advised thtt unless something
to make up this ghortage in the num-
bet of men, the mines would have to
¢lase down for a week or a fortnight at
regular intervals in  order to keep .the
plant opeeating. I refer to that portion
of the plant which is required to be
kept in operation continuensly. That
wonld mean that the mines would have to
work under such difficultics that manvy of
them would have to close down, probably
for & lenethy period. That is a serioua
position, but T de not know exactly how it
is to be overcome. The goldfields c¢limate
durtng the summer is very trying, taking it
in the gross, particularly along the wood-

[ was
was done

lines. A great many men are employed
with the ave who take advantage of the
winter wonths, when the climate on  the

fieldg is the most favourable in the world,
to go there and work an  the wood lines.
The member for Forrest (Mr. O’T.oghlen)
will bear me out in this. As soon as the
hot weather comes they obtain employment
in the tiinber distriets along the coast, and
this leads tn 2 shortage in the firewond sup-
plies for the mines. T do not see how that
diffienltv is to be got over. ‘The fact re-
mains a'so that a fair percentage of the
men cngaced on the wood linea are foreigm-
ers. Many of them have become naturalised
but they still possess the foreign tempera-
ment. T understand that wheu they were
approach~d by a certain disturbing element
in the Tabor movemcut—

Mr, Willcoek: They are out o the Labor
movement.

The MTNISTER FOR MINES:

They
were in the Labor

movement at the time,
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When they were associated with that move-
ment, thoey were approached by o disturbing
clement both from the political and indus-
trial point of view,  When these persons
were oxpelled Mrom the Labor movement,
beecanse of their actions, they began to or-
ganise the One Big Union. T am advised
by certain Labour officials from Kalgeorlia
that they took this action in order to get
even with the recognised Labowr organisa-
tion, which had exrelled them. The most
simple method available to them of doing
this was to go out along the wood lines,
where this foreign element existed, and en-
deavour te hold up the firewood supplies
and the operations of our mines, It that
is the case I hold the view that these per-
sons have done gomething in the nature of
a eriminal aet. 1 am not aware of any
law which would ernable us to tuke uction
against them. They constitute a disturb-
ing element. They are committing a ser-
ious offenec from the point of view of the
damage they are likely to do and the asuf-
ferings they arve likely to canse amenyst the
other workers on the fields, Their action is,
therefure, o serious one. It is, however,
no uncommon thing for men to set out de-
likerately to organise 1 stoppage of work.
But when men set out to organise a stop-
page of work in a subsidiary  indostry  in
order to get even with the great hody of
workers, who van lave no cootrot over them,
and do this for o speeifie parpose, thev form
ahout the wourst cliss of individual that it
in possihle to find, vr that the State has
to contend  with, [f there are means h)
which we euwn get even with those persons,
withoot woine to the extent suggested by
the member for Rocheurne, [ should like
the opportunity of adopting  them, At
the same time [ «do not know how we are

tn de it. There are over 3,000 men om-
plaved on the kastern Goldfields, who nare
at the wres=nt moment producing almost

all the gold that ix being turned ont in the
Rtate,-  Fvery day that these men are out
of vork fthey are lo<ing pold to the valne
of €2.400 a day. That 13 the value of
the goll that wonld he produced if (hewe
nien werr eonstantly  employed. Taking
it by the week it represonia a sum of alrnt
£50,000.  This is a verv serious thine from
the point of view of the peneral commun-
ity, and it is still more striovs when we ren-
lise thot &0 per cent. of this prodoction
19 renvired for the prvose of paging wages
and salaries, 1t will thes he realised that
something like £30,000 is alveady  lost  to
men wha arve not responsible for the trouble,
fhrourh the delibeente actiona of fwo or
theee disermtled individeals who repressnt
this disturbing ¢lement wew oexisting on the
goldficlds. I o not knew that cither the

leadrr of the Oppesition or T eould do very.

muech in the handling of this disturbing ele-
ment. Probably we should le rather in
the nature of red raps to a  bull "I
waderstand that the Ttalian  Consul  has

[ASSEMBLY.]

gone to the goldfields to endeavour to in-
duce these people to understand the real
pesition.  Apparently they have been led
te nssume that the O.B.U. is a world-wide
organisation to which the Italian workers
in 1taly, who arc trying to get control of
the industries there, beleng.  They have
also DLeen led to understand, I believe, that
if they do the same thing here on the wood
liney, they will obtain possession of the
mines later on.  Of course, that was rather
a strong inducement to put before the men,
who might not understand British tradi-
tions, and this wmight bave persuaded thew
to take an action of this kind. I am
wauiting for a report as to what has taken
Place as the result of the visit of the Ttalian
Jousul.  Until he advises me that he can
do nothing L do not know that we can do
very much.  If the worst came to the
warst, we could adopt the auggestion made
by the leader of the Opposition. T could
advise theso men that unless they renew
their licenses, whith in most cases have
cither expired or are about to expire, with-
in & woek and return to work, the licenses
will not he renewed. Tt is the policy of
the Clovernment, if it can ba done without
serionsly disturbing the imlustry, not to pgrant
licenses to other than British suhjeets. This
lins been our desire for a long time.

AMr. O'Loghlen: You cannot get the Drit-
ishers to replace them. ,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There are
so many of them, that if we refuse to re-
new the licenses we will hold up quite a
nmmber of industries amd greatly affect the

State, Beenuse of this we have to move
eautionsy. The  freling runs =0 high, T
understand, that if it were nccessary for

the purpose of petting over the diffieulty.
we would he in a pogition to orzanise o
eertain namiber of men, possibly not so well
fitted for woud entting as the others, in dif-
ferent tarts of the State, who would he
prepared to Sl their places, nti] such time
as snitable Inbowr conld he found. T feel
lowever, that the time is not yot ripe for
aefion of this aature,

lton. 1'. Collier: 1f people are willinr
to operate atong these lines, wonld tho Gov-
ornment assist them?

The MINTSTER TOR MINESR: Tf I
wlvised that the Ialian Consul hiay heen
able to 4o any gowl in the matter, I am
prepared to proeecd with the leader of the
Opposition to Kalgoorlie and eonfer with
the responsible organisations, the mayors ot
Ralgoorlie and Boulider, and others, to see
whethier we ean solve the problem in the
direvtion of removing these men from the
wooil lines and eatahlishing the industrey
upon a more permanent basis. T have no
objection to organisations amongst men for
the purpose -of protecting their own inter-
ests, but when persons ecommit a eriminal
act, such as has heen committed in this
cage, and deliherately bring abont discon-
tent, T have a very strong objeetion, These

iwn
un-
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People have nothing to gain by their action,
It was only a question of whether a piece
of bush was culled bush or not.

iTon. . Collier: If it had heen a question
of wages, I could have understood the
trouble,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, or 2

question of the betterment of conditions.
There mon were, unfortunately, led by
others who had promised them the mil-

lenium, and the result is that this eriminal
action has been taken, [ am sure that the
balanee of organised workers on the ficlds
will not tolerate that sort of thing.  Cer-
tain oflicials who saw me in Kalgoorlic be-
ligved that this was going on and they
suid that, sooner or later, certain  indi-
viduals, whom they meutioned as being res-
ponsible, would cause trouble. The ohjeet
of these individuals was not to benefit the
workers nlong the wood lines, hut to get even
with the organised workers on the mines.
I¥ this is the case we must ask evervone in
the conmrmunity, partienlarly the workers on
the goldficlds who are likely ta suffer sueh
1 hig loss, to organise and come together to
defeat the object of those who desive to dis-
firh the peace of the eommunity. Realising
the diflienltics of the position, 1 am keeping
clagely in touch with thoce who can advise
me, aml when T think it is desirable to go to
the firlds, T will do so. TFor the moment,
however, T do not think it is  desirable.
Apything the Government ean de, or any
action thev ean take, that is likely to re-
maove that disturbing element, will be taken.

I¥ T could earry out the supgaestion
of the wmember for Roehourne, and there
was power fo do so, I wonld advise

the Commenweaclth to remove these  men.
They have done ne good for themselves
or anyotie else,  We ought to he able
to fake arction awainst them and prevent
them from holding up an inductry of thiy
kind. T give the Tlowse my nssuranee that
if there is any rogquirement, in the way ot
action iy the Government, that ean be fur-
nished, and that will solve the diffienlty,
it witl he fortheoming, "We will do all that
ia poss’ble to bring about an early termina-
tion of the trouble.

Mr, TARRISON  (Aven) [30): T am
very pleaged indeed that the leader of the
Opnosition hay bhronght this matter bofore
the ITevse. 1t is a great pity that, accornd-
ing to what we have heard just now, two or
thres men are able io cevade the law and
they bring misery upon hundreds of families
and for the time heing close down an in-
tngtry of the magnitude of gold mining at
Kalgnorlie. Surely this House ean frame
legrislation to prevent such evasion of the
law for the future. These strikes are caus-
ing untold harm.

Mr. O'Loghien: But many strikes are

justified.
The Minister for Mines: Certainly.
Mr. MMARRISON: We have the machi-

nory of the Arbitration Court.

2089

The Minister for Mines: Besides that, we
have an agreement operating on the wood
lines,

Mr. HARRISON: The cessation of work
on the part of 100 individunals is doing in-
finite injury to the industrial public of
Western Australia, and serionsly reducing
the revenue of the State. The strike at
Fremantle which prevented the holding of
sales of skins and wood during October
and November scriously affected the finanees
of this State. If the sales of wool nt Fre-
mantle had been proportionate to the sales
in Victoria, it would have mecant to this
Siate a eash return of £200,000 for October,
anid perhaps a gimilar amount for November.
Of conrse the financial effects of the pre-
sent position on the goldficlds will be much
more severe, The State cannot afford to
lose large proportions of the money that
shotld be in circulation. If members on the
Opposttion sgide and on this gide were to lay
their heads together to secure legislntion
which will deal wmore effectively with these
matters, it would be a good thing for every-
hody,.and cspecialy for the industrial sec-
tion of the commuuity. T trust that action
will be taken in regard to the goldfields
digloeation, and that if pessible  criminal
prorcedings will be instituted against the two
or three men who have obstructed the prakl-
mining industry.

Ton. T. WALKER (Kanowna) [5.4]: 1
liave no partienlar desire to enter into the
eauses of this dispute, bnt eertainly it is not
one of the ordinary events that oceur in the
conrse of industrial development, Tt aprears
rather to he a deliherate attempt to break
up an industrial organization, and, for some
purpose, to paridyse the unions which have
bren  cstablighed for the protection of the
henest labourer on fhe goldfields and in the
State generally.  The subject s very wide,
amd it one sop desired one conld enlarge upon
it extensively. MHowever, what 1 want par-
tirnlarly te draw the attention of the Qov-
craument to s the imperative need for im-
metliate action directed not ouly towards the
settlement of the dispute—if dispute it can
b enlled—und of getting the wood cutters
bhaeck to work so that the mines may be re-
started, hut also towards preparations for
the austenance of thore people whe, without
any cause for which they themsaelves are re-
sponsihle, find themselves on the verge of
starvation. There are thousands of families
on the goldfields, the wives and the children
ag well aa the bread winners, facing Christ-
mas in company with destitution, 8e to speak,
I hope that at once there will be energetie
action not only for the purpose of getting the
waoor eutters back to whrk, or of getting some
men to do the work of waeod cutting, so that
the mines may resume operations, but also
for the purpose of assisting the miners. who
have taken mo part whatsoever in previpi-
tating this disaster—for disaster only it ean
be ecalied. T shonld like to have the assur-
anee of the Premier, ns well as that of the
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Minister for Mines, that steps will be taken
immediately to organmise relief,

The Premier: We have had some experi-
enee of that hefore, yon know.

Ton. T. WALKER: 1 knaw that, and it
is a matter of grateful remembranee; but
this is amother occasion, and if possible a
wore deserving ‘oveasion. The present is a
time when, above all others, we ought to sce
that there are no families in want and dis-
tress; and I huave risen chiefty in order to
seek an assurance from the Government that
there will be an organisation cstablished for
the purpose of distributing relief in neces-
sitous cases, and this without delay and
without any too grievous homiliation of the
people in the way of charvity doles. What
has beeh said about trying to split the work-
ers on the goldfields has been said well. I
fear that there iz in all industrial countries
an organised movement to divide the workers,
T fear that this is a phase of the movement
having for its ohject the disruption of the
solid organisations that exist for the sake of
the real purposvs of our industrial organisa-
tion. I do not know what the actual source
of the movement may be, but to me it hag a
sugpicions taint. However, that aspect of the
matter has nlready been dealt with, and T do
not wish to insist wpon it further. 't shall be
glad to have an assurance that as regards im-
mediate relief therc will be nothing left lack-
ing on the part of the Government.

Hon, P, Collier: T think the Government
ought to send a4 man to the goldfields.

Mr, WILLCOCK ((eraldton) [5.9]: While
partly in agrecment with the reasons which
induced the leader of the QOpposition to move
hia motion, T personaily do not think this is
a matter in which the Government should
take action except as regards relief. In my
opinion the matter is one which the Labour
movement itself may well be left to look
after. If certain disruptive elements have
got into that movement for seme purpose—
whatever that purpose may be——the Labour
movement is sufticiently strong to deal with
them. Tt is said that 20 or 30 men of dis-
ruptive tendencies have been at work upon
the forcigners along the wood linés and have
played upon their feelings. But that in-
fluenece can only last for a ‘few days, until the
wood cutters hegin to understand the posi-
tion rightly. We can put the true position
before the wood cutters. I know the argu-
ments which have been used on these for-
eigners to make them po inte the QO.B.U.
One of the arguments is thaat the O0.B.U.
forms part of the big international socialist
movement. No doubt these wood eutters
when in Ttaly were in that movement, and
now they think that by joining the 0.B.U,
they are assisting in a world-wide socialist
movement, though nothing conld be further
from the truth. The action of the individ-
uals who arec working on the wood cutters
will certainly not be approved by anyone
who has the welfare of socialism in Austra-
Tin at heart. Unquestionably the organised
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Labour movement of Anstralia is working
towards socialism in the future, bot the in-
dividnals I refer te arc working cntirely
against the interests of the Labour move-
nment, They are not out for the good of the
Labour movement at all. T utterly doubt
the bona-fides of people who, while they
cluim to be auxious to advamee the welfare
of the workers, create disruption and distrost
in the Labour movement. However, the in-
dustrinl population should be competent to
deal with the trouble unassisted. This
particular phase of it ¢an, I heliave, safely
be left te the 35,000 or 6,000 organised
unionists on the Kalgoorlic poldfields.

Mr. Davies: But the seetion in question
have gove fwither now, and have attacked
the ecommuuity,

Mr. WILLCOCK: But the first peaple to
suffer are the unionists on the goldfields.

The Premier: Tt is an attack on unionism.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Undeubtedly, However,
the 5,000 or 6,000 mmionists of Kalgoorlie
have a gufficiently strong organisation to be
able to protect themselves. When a bogus
orpanisation gets inte an industrial commun-
ity and attacks the wenk spot of that com-
munity—the weak spot in this particolar
instance being the sopply of fuel to the
mineg— then the whole strength  of  the
Labour mavement should be behind  the
cffort to destrey the disruptive element, Tf
the mines are going to stop for the want of
firewood

Han, P. Collier: They have stopped.

Mr. WILLCOCK: If they are going to
eontinue idle on that account, the industrial-
ista on the goldfields will be quite within
their rights, and the Lahour movement will
be guite within its rghts, in sending out other
men to get firewood., The firewood industry
ig, of course, the key industry to gold pro-
duction at Kalgoorlie. At ady rate, the
Government ought not to chip in until they
are asked to do so by the orgsdnised labour
of the whale State.

Mr, Davies: T say that is nonsense.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The hon, member and
T gencrally disagree on matters of prmc:ple
as regards the Labour movement.

Mr. Hudsen: The Lahour movement can
have no aunthority over the eriminal law.

Mr. WILLCOCK: 1 am totally opposed
to eriminal law being introdoeced into this
matter, or any similar wmatter, because if
that is done the eriminal law may come back,
hoomverang fashion, on the Lalour movement
by and bye. I have scen too much of erim-
inal law, and of edicts under the War Pre-
cautions Aet, used in connecetion with indna-
trinl troubles during the last four or
five years to be anxious for more of the same
thing, The Labonr movement should be
found strong enough to deal with this
particular trouble. At this stage the Gov-
crnment conld perhaps assist by cnabling
other men to go out and get firewoad. A
man cgnnot go firewood cutting unless he
has an equipment, consisting of axes, tent.
and so forth, of a value of abont £10. T




{3 Decemser, 1920.]

rcpeat, T am not at present prepared to sup-
port any law for prosecution in connegetion
with indostrial troubles. Like the leader
af the Opposition and the member for
Kanowna (HHon. T. Walker), T trust the
Government will do everything possible to
assist people who may be rendered helpless
ur necessitous as the result of the existing
state of affairs. [ strongly urge that the
eviminal law should not be set in motion at
the pregent time. The ltalian Consul has
one to the goldfields, and the sceretary of
the A.W.U. for Western Australia is there,
and so are the seeretary of the mining
branch of the A.W.U. and the secretary of
the Kalgoorlie braneh of the Labour Fed.
cration.  These gentlemen, with others
prominent in the Labour movement on the

roldfieclds, have formed themselves into o,

committee to go inte the whole matter; and
m til they definitely request the Govera-
ment to take some specific action outside
the aphere of relief, the Government would
not be well advised in taking any aetion
whatever outside that sphere. I hope the
Government will  render any financial
asgistunce that ‘may be necessary to keep
jpeople on the goldficlds from starving.

Mr. LUTEY (Brownhill-Ivanhoe) [3.15]:
I hope the suggestion which has been made
hy the Jeader of the Opposition that a Min-
ister or o responsible officer should be sent
to Kalgoorlic to co-operate with the Labour
organisation in dealing with this problem
will be acted upon. T lepe too that the
distress which is bound to occur, will he
itealt with sympatheticeally and promptly.
Undoubtedly disiress will prevail on the
goldfields and ¥ ean assure the Premier
that, judging from what I know of the
state of affairs as they existed some little
time ago, an awful poesition will be created
in the course of a brief period unless the
mines are able to resume work very soon.
The bosiness people there are uwot able to
stand-up to such a position as the present
and it will mean starvation for very many
people, unless relief is given to them as
spon as possible. T hope the Labour
organisations will be able to deal effectively
with this white-anting movemcent which is
ont to deliberately destroy the Labour move-
ment on the goldfields ‘at the present time,
I sineercly trust that a responsible officer
will he despatched to the goldfields at onee
in order to assist the labour peeple to deal
with the matter cffectively.

Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [517]: T do
rot propose to say very much regarding the
motion cxeept that I hope the Government
will not attaeh much importance to the re-
marks of the leader of the Country party,
Mr. Harrison, who spoke about the intro-
duction of the eriminal law to deal with the
position. Thig party has had some harsh
experienecs during the last few years and
the application of laws of this nature has
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resulted in less justice and freedom than
was formerly known.

Ion. 1. Collier: Tt is not a criminal act
to ceasc work.

Mr. Willcock: Somcone wanted to deport
certain individuals, .

Mr. TROY: T object to a proposal
to invoke the aid of the criminal law, Time
will c¢lear up these matters, The Lubour
movement has had a bad time. It has been
deserted by one section which is now
serving the intercsts of the profiteers and
by another section, the members of which
do not know where they are. Despite these
temporary distnrbances, and the temporary
netivities of the persons rveferred to at
Kurrnwang, T think that sanity will pre-
vail in the end. I deprecate any statement
that 0 measure should be introduced of the
vharacter referred fo hy the leader of the
('ountry party.

Mr. DAVIES (Cuildford) [3.19]: T would
like to have a word or two on this subject.
I was mot present when the leader of the
Opposition hronght ferwnrd his motion for
the adjourmment of the [Mouse. This is a
good augury for the future and I congratu-
late the leader of the Opposition in hringing
this matter before the House. I disagrec
with the member for Geraldton (Mr. Will-
rock) when he stated that this was a matter
for the Tabour movement only. It is a mat-
ter for the general eommunity., The sooncer
the genernl eommunity take it up, the better.

Mr. Willcock: You mean from a eriminal
standpoint, T suppose?

Mr. DAVIES: Certainly
criminal standpoint,

Mr. Willeoek: How shonld they deal with
it? Do a Billy HMughes net?

Mr, DAVIES; T suggest that hon. mem-
bers can repudiate these people and organise
the State so that theac troubles cannot take
place.

Mr. Willeock:
already.

Mr. DAVIES: The repudiation has taken
place to-day, but let me tell the member for
Geraldton that only a couple of days ago a
conference of the AW U. was held in the
Trades Hall

Hon. P. Collicr: Do not let us make this
1 party matter. That was a different ques-
tion oltogether.

Mr, DAVIES: T do not want to turn thia
inta a party question for a moment. So far
as my knowledge goes of the leader of the
Opposition, of Mr. MeCallum or of Mr. Pan-
ton, T know perfectly well that they have no
sympathy whatever with the L W.W,

Hon. P. Collier: I have every sympathy
with genuine O.B.U-ism. I have no sympathy
with the bopus organisation.

Mr, DAVIES: Tt all depends upon what
you vegard a3 penuine O.B.U-ism, This
trouble is not confined to Western Australia.
The Labour movement in the United Kingdom
is up agoinst the same thing. :

Mr, Willcock: We are up against them.

not from the

We have repudiated them
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Mr, DAVIES: 1t is weakening the Laboar
party in the United Kingdom. Men who
rank highest jn the Labour movement there
are going out into the highways and byways
repudiating aud denouncing these people.

Mr. Willecock: We have denounced them
and not only that, thrown them out of the
movement.,

Mr, DAVIES: Toq long were sueh men
tolerated in the Labour movement, It would
have been far better had the Labour move-
ment repudiated them two or three years ago.
) stand with the leader of the Opposition in
denouncing these people.  Action should be
taken to sce that no people on the goldfields
are distressed on account of the action of
these people. It is a most peculiar thing
that this is the sccond Christmas in succes-
sion that such a-thing has occurred, It is
peeuliar that it should happen again when weo
are approaching a time when there should be
peace and goodwill among men,

Mr, Willcock: Now, or at auy time,

Mr. DAVIES: Whatever may be said re-
garding the carlier dispute ss to whether it
was Jegitimate or not, in my opinion, the
present trouble is not by any means a legi-
timate dispute.

Mr. Willeock: We havé been saying the
same thing for some time.

Mr. DAVIES: 1 heard what you said but
T did not hear what the leader of the Op-
position said.

Mr. Willeock: We all repudiated it.

Mr., SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, DAVIES: 1t is time that o deflnite
stand was taken and that the people as a
whole denounced these agitators.

Hon. P. Coliicr:  What more could you do
than expel these people from the ranks of
organised miienism?  Could we drown them?
It ig the duty of those administering the law
ta go further with sach @ matter.

Mr. DAVIES:  Has the Labour movewent
at Kalgoorlie issued a fint to these men that
if they do not resume work within a eertain
time, others will go out and get the wood?

Hon, 1’ Collier: Some of the unionists are
working now.

Mr. DAVIES: That does not improve the
position so far as the mines are concerned,
The miners should not have to lose a day’s
pay.

Hon, P. Collier: What would you do?

Mr, DAVIES: T wonld organise z band
of mon and go out along the woodline.

Hono P Collier: And cut wood?

Mr. DAVIES; Yes.

Hon. . Collier: That would only help
for a day. Men could not go out along the
woudline to get woold and keep the mines
working,

Mr. DAVIES: There are a good many
men who are not working in the mines.

ilon. P. Collier: Simply because they ean-
nut continue their employment in fhe mines.

Mr. DAVIES: There are men unemployed
heenuse of the strike,

Hon, P. Collier: What would you pro-
pose?  That they shoold work for a day
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along the woodline and in the mines the next
day?

Mr. DAVIES: Something should be done
if only in the nature of a demonstration., As
to whether this is a matter for the Labour
mevement only

Mr. Willcock: Who else would you have
deal with it?

Mr. DAVIES: It
this to go on.

Mr. Willcock: Yon do not know mueh
about it and yom only ‘‘blew’’ in here at
tho lasf~moment,

Mr. DAVIES: I do not want to furn the
disenssion along party lines.

Hon. P. Collier: I do not think cither of
us should make political capital out of it.

Mr. DAVIES: T am not desirous of doing
that for a moment.

Hon, P. Collier: The position is getting
o bit delicate.

Mr. DAVIES: It is not my intention to
make a political matter of this at all. It
is far too serious a problem to do that. I
realise what must be the position of the
workers on the fields. 'We know there arve
men on the coast enjoying high wages, and,
notwithstanding that faet, there are gome
callous enough, perhaps I should say ecrimi-
nal enough to knowingly throw these men
on the goldficlds out of work, men who arc
earning a wmere pittanee to-day. Whatever
T ean do to veetify the present position, will
be willingty done.

is ridiculous to allow

Me. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [5.27]: [t
is regrettable that this stoppage of work on
the woodline shonld have oceurred at this
time, particularly as it affects so many in-
dividuals on the geldfields who are practie-
aily working on the bread line, and who are
forced into unemployment. The Kurrawang
wood line is in my district, and recently, 1
went to the head of the line. T heard there
was a certain hody organising there for
eertain purposes which were diselosed to me
at that time. T tried to aseertain the full
strength of the position and found that
these people had secured a certain number
of members for their organisation. Most of
them are foreigners who, unfortunately, are
eagily influenced and led, Now they are
secking for some frivial reason to eause the
suapension of work on the wood line and on
the Golden Mile. If the Government had
heen  desirous of seeuring  industrial
peace—

The Premier: There could he no donbt on
that point,

Mr. LAMBERT: They would have heen
more earefe] in the past. The union eom-
plained of this afternoon is bogzus, but that
is not the only bogus union ou the goldfields,
and their existence will lead to disruption
of industry.

Mr. Tudson:
party aspect.

Mr. LAMBERT: T
the hon. member is mumbling about.

You are getting on to the

do not know what
An
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endeavour was made to foist a bogus union
on the gold mines, and the union in the pre-
sent instance is much in the swne position.
A good deal of the difticulty could be reme-
died if it were not for the faet that the
wood supply ig isolated and is shared by
two companies—the Kurrawang and Lake-
side eompanics. If trouble oceurs, the whole
mining industry on the goldfields is held up.
It is to be hoped that the Government will
seriously consider the desirability of tap-
ping other sources of fuel supplies which
ean, T believe, be casily reached,

The Minister for Mines: I do not kuow
of them.

Mr. LAMBERT: There is a big arca of

timber that van be speedily tapped helow
(‘oolgaviie.
The Minister for Mines: That is abse-

Intely ineorreet. T had u report specially
matde the other day and it shows that such
is not the case.

Mr. LAMBERT: [ do not know who mnde
the report,

The Minister for Mines: T sent a man
there for the purpose of supplying the ve-
port.

Mr. LAMBERT: Forests there have been
travereed by the private wood companics
who desire to work in them. A consider-
able amount of wood ean be got there.

The MFnister for Mines: The wood there
would not Lo sufficient to keep one mine
going, Tt would not have any effect at all.

Mr. TAMBERT: By running a spur line
out from Widgicmooltha for a distance of
30 or 40 miles we coyld get into some fine
forest country.

The Minister for Mines: All the reports
! have arc to the contrary, T do not know
anything of the sort:

Mr. LAMBERT: That statement is con-
trary to all information and knowledge 1
have.

The Minister for Mines: One or two in-
ilividuals want to get hold of the State
forests there but they are not entitled to
wet them,

Mr. LAMBERT: T am in sympathy with
the Minister on that point. It is only right
that where those forests will be useful for
mincs closer at hand, they should not le
made availahle for the purposes of mines
further nfleld. T am in sympathy with the
Minister’s poliey in that respect. Still, in-
fluences are at work up there.  Every time
there is trouble on the fields the two big
firewood companies ean hold up the whole
industry.

The Minister for Mines: You could not
alter that, unless you had sufficient private
-contractors to replace them.

Mr. LAMBERT: On the Norseman line
there are two or threc private contractors
keening thoe Kalgurli and the South IKal-
purli minea going. Further down the line,
if spur lines were run out a few milea by
the Government. ample supplies would be
rondered available.
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The Minister for Mines: The Government
will not doe it at my recommendation. Faney
rununing 30 or 40 miles of railway for a fow
tous of firewood, which could not then he
handled at a profic.

Mr, SPEAKER: I think the motion is a
matter of urgeney.

Mr. LAMBERT: Thia is a matter of very
great urgeney.  The closer the preserve
maintained in respeet of the supply of fire-
wood to the mines, the greater the danger.
The Minister himself went up there and
lonked inty the question. "When we have a
company whieh asimply savs, ¢ We will not
conecde the demands of the men,”’ what is
to be expeeted? The present tronble may
be trivial

Mr. SPEAKER: The present trouble is
what is under discussion.

™Mr. LAMBERT: If this tronble were
patehed np to-morrow, the same thing might
oveur again in a week’s time.

The Minister for Mines: Your proepasal is
ne solntion of the trouble.

Mr, LAMBERT: The Kurrawang comg
pany is hard up ngainst it for cuttera. They
hiave heen drawing on their reserves ever
sinee the last industrial trouble on  the
fields. It is signifieant that all the small
private contractors nlong the Norseman line
can get plenty of cutters, They ent by tha
laud, whereas the athers eut by the ton over
the weighbridge,

The Premier: Tt is not wood, it ia cutters
you want,

Mr. LAMBERT: [ nm only pointing ont
that this would considerablv agsist.  The
Miniater knowe that the getting of wood is
a closc preserve for the company,

The Minister forMines: Nobedy clse can
get it where those companies are getting it.

Mr. LAMBERT: But several other plaeecs
have been pointed out to me az good for-
ests.

The Minister for Mines: You cannot pro-
fitably earry the wood from those plnces.

Mr., LAMBERT: What does it cost the
Kurrawang Company? - :

The Minister for Mines: About 133, 6d. nr
13, 9d.

Mr. LAMBERT: TIf the cempany ean get
rails, the Government ean get them,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Where?

Mr. LAMBERT: Of course the hon. mem-
ber wants all the rails for nse down at Fre-
mantle,

Mon. W. €, Angwin: And you swonld put
the Fremantle harbour at Coolgardie.

Mr. LAMBERT: For vears it has boen
seriously suggested that the small contractor
shonld be encouraged.

The Minister for Mines: In what way?

Mr. LAMBERT: Tustead of allowing two
private companies to control thé industry,
the Government might run out light spur
lines to permit the amall contractors tn bring
in their wood, )

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member muat
keep to the motion. The question is, not the




2094

running out of spur lines, but the etrike of
woodcutters.

Mr. LAMBERT: T am pointing out one
of the dangers existing up there. The same
thing ocenrred when the Minister for Mines
was Premier, Tt has been suggested that
the small contractors should be cneonraged
wherever possible, cven if the Government
had to provide rails in order that the wowl
might he brought ju.

The Minister for Mines:  Fwveu fthen it
could not be done profitably at the place you
are speaking of,

Mr. LAMBERT: It would be interesting
to have the reports of the respongible de-
partmental officers. T could say a good deal
about some of the officers who went up there
to report. Whether they had regard for the
interests of the two companies T do not know.
We have had the Lakceside Company operat-
ing for the last five or six years practieally
right alongside the Norseman line.

The SPEAKER: The terms of the motion
do not affect the company.

Mr, 1 AMBERT: If you do not wish me
to apeak 1 will sit down.

Myr, BPEAKLI: The motion is oue fov
the adjonrnment in order to discuss the clos-
ing of the mines in Kalgoorlic and Boulder
consequent upon the strike of firewood cut-
ters in the district.

Mr. LAMBERT: 1f you do not think
that embraces the supply of firewood to the
mines, it 4 unnecessary for me te say any-
thing further,

Mr, SPEAKER: [t embraces the loeality
of the strike. If there is a strike at the
pinee mentioned by the fion. member, he is
in order in discussing it.

Mr. TAMBERT: Unfartunately T did
hear the leader of the Opposition. As
the erowd fomenting trouble up there,
only is there no sympathy with them in the
Lahour movement, bt from the heal of the
4. W.U. to the memhers of the axecntive of
the distriet section of the AW, T, cvery en-
deavour has been made to get rid of them,
Tn  ether ecireuwatances the Government
would De very alert A little time ago they
equipped 800 or 900 soldiers to pat an end
to an industrinl trouble on the goldfields.

Mr, Willeoek: We do not want anything
tike that. .

Mr. LAMBERT: No, hut the Goveronment
conld spend a few thousund pounds then to
make 0 demonstration in Kalgoorlie, whereas
now apparently the whole of the mines will
stop work, because an attempt will be made
to induce the public to believe that the
0.B.U. iz heing supported by the Tabour
movement,

The Minister for Mines: Do not he silly.

My, SPEAKER: If the hon. ember had
hrard the leader of the Oppasition he would
not have made anch a statement.

My, LAMBERT: Tf the leader of the Op-
position made that atatoment T will make it
again, and T will emphasise it, no matter
what the leader of the Opposition said. T
was tackled yesterday and the day before

not
for
not
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by people who asserted that the O.BT. are
heing  sopported by the labour movenient
on the gollficlds, In every other industrial
distnrbanee on the goldficlds, no matter what
endeavour was made by the leader of the
Opposition nwl the executive of the Labour
organisation or the members of the Parlin-
wentary Labour party 1o preserve mdustrial
peaee, aftempts were made  to  threw the
blame en to the unions up there or on to the
Parlinmentury Labowr party, or both. Be-
fore this trouble occeurred cvery peossible en-
deavonr was made to get rid of those fel-
lows.  The Government conld have got rid
of the men responsible for fhis trouble, if
only thexy had taken artion. For  three
months past it has bheen known to me that
those men went up there for the sole purpose
of getting the forcigners inte  this  hogus
union, so ag to stop mming operations on the
Golden Mile.  Thex have bhoasted of it. It
wins known to cevervbody that those men
were ovganising for one set purpose,

The Minister for  Mines: [ have not
noticedl o the files anything from you draw-
ing attention to it, although xou are the
member for the distriet.

Mre, LAMBERT: 1f the hon, member took
as inuch notice of anything [ sent in as he is
tuking of my remarks now, it would not he
worth wmy while writing. The coming of the
trouble was known mad the anthorities must
have heen aware of the plans of those men.
one of wham came from the Eastern States.
Hr. Leslie, of the Kurrawang Company,
lrnew two months ago that those men were
working for a set purpose,

The Premier: Who could have prevented
theiv going there!?

Mr. LAMBERYT: A Jot could have heen
done, ) '

M. Willeock: Tt is trenching on danger-
s ground to stop ooman going anywhere.

AMr. LAMBERT: There are many means
by whiel the Government could have
breought them to book,

The Minister for Mines: You would have
heon the first to make a noise if the Gov-
cenment had taken any sueh action.

Mr, LAMBERT : Nothing of the sort.
Action 1o prescerve industrial peage woull
have been supported by all members, anid
the Minister knnwy it.

The Minister for Mines: T know nothing
af the sort. It would depend on the methods
rmployed.  The method you suggest would
not be very favourably received.

Mr. LAMBERT: T did not suggest any-
thing. Tven if this trouble is bridged over,
while the supplying of firewood ts made =
close preserve we are always likely to have
rronhle, Notwithstanding the reporis the
Minister has had from departmental officers,
I seriously ask him to consider other
sources of supply of firewoed. The Tre-
mier was fully alive to the importanee of
that when he was on the fields. On a pre-
vions oceasion the two firewood companies
deliberately sat down and snid, ““We will
let these men stop work,”” They would not
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ucyotiate. . When the Kurrawang section of
the A.W.U. degired a conference with these
men to discuss the new schedule of rates,
the two companies refused to meet them.

The Minister for Mines: Hasg that avy-

thing to do with the present case of
urgeney ¢

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes,

Mr. SPEAKLR: What happened 12

months ugo has nothing to do with the
wiotion before the House.

Mr. LAMBERT: T do not know whether
these men have a legitimate gricvance or
nel,  BEven if it should be a legitimate
wricvanee, if the two compunies adept the
sume attitude as that which they took at
the termination of the Jast agreement, we
slil] have all the mines elosed down again,
This time the trouble is trvivial. Last time
it was a serions matter when the threo
years’ agreement——

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member is not
in order in discussing the three years'
apreement,

Mr. LAMBERT: 1 am only letting the
Hous? know what trauspired on the last
ocension.

The Minister for Mines: We want to
know what ia transpiring now.
Mr. LAMBERT: 11 these men have a

legitimate grievanee, it is possible that the
cvompanies have precipitated this trouble,

Mr, Willeock: We do not want te have
ihe hogus crowd rceognised.

Mr. LAMBERT: 'The hon, member does
nol know the position as T know it.

Mr. Willeock: I think T know more about
it than anybody in the House, becaunse I
#m a member of the exeeutive,

Mr. LAMBERT: T was there two months
sgo when they started to organise this
trouble. There should be a way out of the
diffienlty. [If these men bave a gricvance,
the foreigncrs who are preeipitating the
trouble should be forced to realise their
respounsibility te the country in which they
live, and they should vot be permitted, as
members of the AW.U. or the O.B.U. or
any other body, to cause a general cessation
of work on the mines. T do not know what
romedy one could ruggest., I understand
that the Ttalian Consul has gone to Kurra-
wang., [Dossibly he may be able to cxercise
some power over these men, This i3 not the
first oceasion on which they have caused
wronble.  They have given trouble before
and have not had the sympathy of the
AW, They simply suy they will knock
off work, and stay out unti! they get what
ithey want. The whole trouble dates back
a congiderable time and, while the supply
uf wood is held as a close preserve by two
companies, we wili alwavs have trouble.
We should assist the small contractors who
are prepaved to supply the mines with fuel.

The PRFMUER (Hon. .J. Mitchell—Nor-
tham) [5.50]: The Government are fylly
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alive to the seriousness of the trouble, and
I am very glad to know that the unions
have repudiated the union of foreigners on
the goldfiglds, which iz led by ome or two
notorious characters. I wish we had some
power to deal with them. We should be
possessed of some such power, Unfortun.
ately, however, we have not got it. I hepe
to-morrow will bring better news. The Min-
ister for Mines has told hon. members what
lie has in view, and he hopes that something
will result to-morrow. I have had com-
munieatious from Kalgoorlie, and we are all
aware how serious the position will become
it all the mines close down cven for a few
daya. T repeat that the Government ure
fully alive to the seriousness of the position
and will do everything that it is possible
to do.

ITen. . COLLIER (Boulder—in reply)
[3.52]: Tn the circumstances T ask leave
to withdraw the motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn,

ASSEXNT TO BILL.
Message from the Governor received and

read notifying assent to the Public Serviee
Appeal Board Bill.

QUESTION—INDUSTRIES ASSIST-
ANCE, SUPERPHOSPHATE.

Mr. WILLCOCK asked the Premier: 1,
What firms or agents acted as distributers
of superphosphate to elients of the Indus-
trica Assistance Board during the year end-
ing 30th June, 19207 2, What. was the
amount supplied by each firm or agent?

The PREMTER replied: 1, Westrualian
Farmers, 11,270 tons; George Wills & Co,,
3.2r31% tons; Wigmore & Co.,, 78414 tons;
Paterson & Co., 722 toms; Elder, Smith &
Co,, 605 tons; Dalgety & Co., Lid.,, 356%
tons; Padbury Stores, 243 toms; Gardner
Bras.,, 790 tons. 2, Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION—OIT: REWARD CLATMS,

Mr., JOIINSTON asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Have the Government received re-
presentations from the Agent Genefal ad-
voeirting the granting of larger reward
claims or leases than proposed in the Min-
ing Bill for the discovery of mineral oil?
2, Ty it his intention to lay the correspond-
enee on the Tahle of the House?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
On 30th TJuly and 5th August, cables were
reeeived from the Agent General seni on
hehalf of interested parties, urging the grant-
ing of larger oil leases than proposed in
the Bill. To this I replied on the 17th
Antust, piving the provisions of the Bill,
and a further cuble was received on the
27th August, to which I replied on the 9th
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September, 3, Yes. Copies of the cables
are herewith, together with copy of a letter
receive? from the Anglo-Persian Qil Com-
pany, and my reply thereto. With your per-
wission, Mr. Speaker, T will lay the papers,
whith [ have here, on the Table of the House.

MOTION—POTATO CROP, TO POOL.
Mr. MONEY (Bunbury) [5.553]: I move:

That in view of the price of potatoes
being ingufficient to pay the cost of pro-
duetion it is, jn the opinion of this House,
urgently necewsary that the Government
take immediate steps to pool the present
erop and to fix the price of potatoes for
loeal consumption at an amount sufficient
to pay the cost of production, including
wages and reasonable profit, and that
the Government assist in affording fac-
ilitiea for export and in obtaining the
highest possible price for the exportable
surjlny,

The subject matter of the motion is urgent.
As hon. members are aware, for some time
past an inducement has heen held out to
settlers 1o produes, produce and produce.
This has beeu emphasised in connection with
dairy produce and particularly in the direc-
tion of potato growing. The position
in whieh the potato growers find themselves
to-day has been brought about by their hav-
ing obscrved to the letter the direction fto
produce,  They have now produced more
than the market can absorh.  Within the
last 24 hours, 20 per eent. of the potato
growers of the State have made representa-
tions to the Premier, and bave peinted out
that there is now a1 garplus of no less than
4000 tons to be dealt with.  Already 1,200
tons of putatoes have been bhagged, and if
they cannot he denlt with promutly  they
will deteriorate, while n big quantity will
he lest.  Tn conncetion with this partieular
crop, it is impossille for the prover to
conserve hig potatees wnder the ordinary
conditions, At the present  time  thosse
potutoes are sommnd, but at this time of the
year—and in the month of December par-
ticularly—-the potate moth makes its an-
pearance amd, if it gets a hold, thess pota-
toes will be ahsolutely unfit for eonsnmp-
tinn in the short space of two or thbres
weeks,  Viewing the  seriousness  of the
position, the pgrowers had a conference to
vongider what shoukl he done, not only for
the henefit of fthemselves but also for the
congumers of the State.  Ilaving mention-
el thesr faeta to hou. membors, T ean ask
the quetion, ‘“is it not right that some-
thine should be done?’’ Is it right that
we should ask people to go on the land and
profluec and, when they have rrodueced, find
that there i3 no market for their products?
I feel ecertain that the Houwse will say that
these growers should not be left. Are not
the potalo growers entitled to treatment
similar to that which is aceorded the wheat
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grower and the wool grower!  Should they
not reeeive assistauce similur to that given
to the Lutter producers in the State?

Hon, W, C, Angwin: But then, you =see,
the potato growers have unot the same in-
fluence as other primary producers.

Mr., Johnston: We will look after them
all,
Mr, MONEY: After the cxpressions of

ojinion given utterance to in this ITouse
within the last 48 hours, I am satisfied
that hon. members are at one 8o fur as the
primary producers are congerned. I lis-
tened last night with great attention to the
leader of the Opposition and the member
tor North-East PFremantle, and T took par-
ticular note of their words.  They said,
‘““Why are not all the producers entitled to
benefits anch as those accorded to the wheat
and wool growers?’ LUindoubtedly it is
essential that steps should be taken as seon
ng possible to mete out similar treatiment
to all.  The only thing we ran do to over-
come the diflicuity so far as potatees are
econcerned, is to establish a pool at once
in econnertion with the present crop.  Let
all possible cold storage space Dbe made
available.  Cold storage is the only known
method at present of keeping potatoes free
{from the moth and disease. We ask that ar-
rangements be made for potato growers
similar to those made for butter proluecers,
and we ask for somec advunce against the
potatocs which are received from the small
Frowers, The amall growers consist larpely
of returncd soldiers. We are not making
this request on behalf of returned soldicers
alone, hut quite one half of the returned
goldicrs who have gettled on the land-in the
Santh-West are growing  potatoes, Some
of them, realising that there is now no price
Jor pntatoes, are considering whether they
will dig their erops or leave them in
the ground to rot. To dig and bag their
crops would cost £2 per ton, and reckoning
4 tons to the aere the ontlay would be £8
per aere.  They ask whether it is worth
while going to the further vxpense of €K
prr acre unless it «an he shown that they
will be able to get something in retwrn?
This matter is of interest, not only te pro-
ducers, hut to the State as a whole. 1t
gomething is not done, £20,000 or £25,000
will be lost to the growers aml to the State
aml prohably more than that, beeause it
moy cost very much more to supply our
needs when the local supplies hecome searee,
If we lave to import n large qnantity of
potatees through failure to preserve aur own
eraps, we may have to pay £25 or perhaps
£35 per ton, instead of the £10 yper ton
which is ealenlated to be  a  reasonable
price for the crop now available,  This
crov i probably the most expensive one
ever grown n the State,  The sced cost
£20 a ton, and manure cost 20 to 25 per
cent. more than usunl, so that the position
is indeed serious. ft would he to the
hencfit of the consumers if something were
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done. To them it would mean wiore
woderate prices and more regular supplies.
In the past it has been a ease of over-
supply or nv supply at all.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You said just now
thut the potatoes would not keep.

Mr. MONEY: We are urging the Gov-
corntiient to make available all possible cold
storage space to keep as muny as possible.

Hon. W. C, Angwin; There is none in
the metropolitan area.

Mr. MONEY: The hon, member is wrong,
[ have information that a certain amount of
cold storage space is available,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: One or two little
private places; that is all

Mr. MONEY: Apgain we arc at variance.
I am informed that there is available space
for GO0 to 700 tons, and it is caleulated that
if we could provide cold storage or cool stor-
age or methods of fumigation to conserve
2,000 tons, it would be possible to overcome
the period of difficulty, Tf a pool were
formed the potatoes would be delivered to
the pool, and it would bhe the duty of the
officials to preserve this produce tor the com-
munity and save this asset to the State. Tt
shorid not be mecessary to say anything fur-
ther to commend the motion to members.

Mr. Piltington: Do you suggest that a
minimum price be fixed?

Mr, MONEY: I suggest that a puayable
price be fixed.

The Attorney General :
necessity arise this year?

Mr, MONEY: Because of the greater pro-

duction and no payable market for export to
the Eastern States.

Why does the

Mr, PICKERING (Sussex) [6.5]: The
position which has arisen this year will be a
recurring one; of this there is mo doubt.
When we realised the trend of events we
made every possible inquiry through the Deo-
partment of Agriculture and other sources to
aseertain the true position of the potato-
growing industry. Tt was thought that mar-
kets might rossibly be offering in South
Afriea and Mauritius, and a eable was sent
by the department to ascertain the position
there. The reply was that the only months
during whizh potatoes could be shipped at a
profit were Augnst, September, and October.
These are the very months in which this State
is bare of sunplics. The price in South
Africa at the tiine the message was sent was
£15 per ton on a rapidly falling market, so
that the markets of South Africa and Mau-
ritius are cut ont. The Eastern States did
not necd our supplies; in fact the price for
potatoes in Vietoria is about £3 a ton, and
the only echance of a market there wouvld be
in the event of a failore of the crops. The
present cron has been an unduly expensive
one. The sced cost from £20 to £22 a ton;
manure has been at a very hich price. and
the production cost of the potatoes delivered
on the Perth market is £10 per ton. I have
gone very carefully. into this caleulation and
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bave bused it on inquiries from every part
of the State where potatoes are grown.

AMr. Broww: Does that include profit?

Mr. PICKERLNG: No, that is the cost of
marketing the potatoes grown in the districts
from Osborne Park te Torbay Junetion. If
w¢ do not comserve the abundant supply
which s availahle to-day, the position will be
very serions  indeed  befere  the next crop
COmMes in.

The Attoruey General: I do not think this
situation oeenrred last year.

Mr. PICKERING: No, becanac there was
a failure of crops in New South Wales and
we were nble to export. 1Iave not we been
nrged to produce, produce, produce? A grent
deal of money has been exponded by the Gov-
ernment to settle people on the land, with
the idea of producing potatoes for this
State’s requiremeuts. A great deal of the
land revnrehased is bLeing used wnainly for
the production of potatoes, and the State
mngt make efforts to conserve the erop mow
that it has been produced.

Tron, W. (. Angwin: Tf you have more
than are required and they will not keep,
what {o you propose to do?

Mr. Nuirn: Make provision to keen them.

Mr. PICKERING : After consultation
with the experta of the Department of Agri-
culture, we nre limited to cool storage. Tt
has been proved that if potatoes are kept at
a temperature not exeecding 40 degrees they
will not deteriorate, The question of pro-
viding cool storage for potatoes mmst he eon-
sidered by the Government. There are build-
ings in course of ercetion which may be avail-
able for next year’s harvest. T am rolerring
to the Fremantle freczing works,

ITon. W. C. Angwin: Ilow will they affcet
the present erop?

Mr, PICKERING: This afternoon T had
an interview with the emgineer in charge of
the works, and he assured me that there would
be sufficient space to store this crop.

Heon. 'T. Walker : What, thousands of
tons?

Mr. PICRERTNG: The cstimate is 2,000
tous.

Hon. W, €, Angwin: The warks have not
yet been erected ut Fremantle.

Mr. PICKERING: They are sufficiently
advanced to give insulated treatment, Tt
would not be possible to guarantee perfect
treatment, but such storage would enable the
potatoes to he carried over for some timo.

Hon., W. ©. Angwin: They cannot guar-
antee the temperature.

Mr. PICKERING: Not as at the freezing
works, but becanse we cannot get a puaran-
teed temperature, should we do nothing? Are
we going to let this ecrop ge to waste, and
not assist the growers in any way® If we
can find means to assist these growers it is
our bounden duty to do so, and T am sur-
prised that the member for North-East Fre-
mantle, instead of endeavouring to assist,
should throw cold water on the proposal.

Hon, W. C. Angwin;: I think these growers
should be protected, more so than eome of
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your wheat growers, but you must have stor-
age aceommodation.,

Mr, PICKERING: 'There is another
method which can be employed in conjunc-
tion with cold storage, namely fumigation.
By fumigation the moth can he destroyed.
The real reason why the present crop will not
keep is beeause it 18 linble to be attacked by
moth and fy. One thing necessary to pro-
perly control the pesition is a pool. The Gov-
ernment should at once consider the advisable-
nesa of passing a measure making it possible
to organise n pool. It will be necessary to
give to the growers a guarantec of at least
£5 per ton, If this ia not done, hundreds of
small growers will be ruined. On a 2,000
ton erop a guarantee of £5 per ton, which
would have to be paid to the grower on his
tlelivering sound potatoes into the store,
wonld amount to only £10,000. The price to
o asked for these potatoes should be decided
in the way enunciated by the leader of the
Opposition the other evening. He said he
was prepared to support legislation to pive
cffeet to a priee fixed in this way.

Mr. Pilkington: He was talking of a
maximum price; vou are talking of a mini-
mum.

Mr., PICKERING: This would he the
maximum; the minimum would be the maxi-
ninm,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: We say the Priees
Regulation Commission should fix the price.

Mr. PICKERING: It is necessary that a
pool should be established and the priec we
arg asking for the potaters is £10 a ton. This,
we estimate, is the actnal cost of delivering
them on tho market. We say that if the £10
is given it will not pay the growers, becanse
there must be n considevable loss in ¢ounce-
tion with this crop.

Mr. Tecsdale: 1s there no chance of the
market recovering?

Mr. PICKERING: We can see no prospeet
whatever of the market recovering, but, given
cool storage and fumigation, we might be
able to enrry over the whole of the erop, and
thus ensure continuity of supplics. ‘The pre-
sent price of potatoes goiug into the market
yives the grower no return. A few people
living adjacent to Perth are getting the
henefit of . what little demand exists, but, as
1 have pointed out, there are 1,200 tons of
potatoes renuly bagged which cannet he railed
to Parth. The price we are asking is merely
intended te afford relief; it is the minimum
price at which these potatoes could he sold.

Tlon. W, ¢, Angwin: All you get isa 4a.
6d. a bag.

Mr. PICKERING: A grower would be very
lucky to get that, though potatocs cannot he
produced at that prico to-day, T am sure it
is not the desire of the House that an indus-
try such as this, which is heing cxhorted to
do ita utmost to suppty the needs of the State
should he nipped in the bud. There has been
a lot of new settlement in my electorate, some
of tha settlers being returned soldicrs, and
they arc depending uvpon this crop. I hope
the (Government will consider the great ur-
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geney of the question, The Government,
throngh their departmental officials, have al-
ready shown that they are alive to the serious-
ness of the position, but I hope that they will
now take the necessary step of introducing
Jegislation for the formation of a pool.

On “motion by the Premier, debate ad-
journed.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

RILL—~LUNACY ACT AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
{'ouneil,

VILL—DIVORCE ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading,

Debate resumed from 25th November,

Mr. HUDSON (Yilgarn) ([7.32]: Some
time last year an amendment of the Divorce
Act of 1912 was brought down from the
Liegislative Council, and I took charge of
it on behalf of its sponsor in another place.
The Attorney General proposes by the Bil
wow before us to undo some of the work
which was donme by the measure passed last
vear. T am somewhat eoncerned to find a
reason for the introduction of this measurg,
which is to repeal portion of another mens-
ure passed so reeontly. T am unable t
find anything to satisfy me that any red
neeessity exists for the Bill. The Attorne;
General, I take it from his remarks, has in
dicated that Parliament was somewhat hastr
in passing certain portions of the legisla
tion whirh wag introduced last year, thai
this was dene late at night, and that it did
ot reeeive the serious consideration it de-
served, 5

llon. T. Walker: That reflects upon an-
other place.

Mr. THTUDSOXN: The measure in questim
wag introdueed in another place. It wa:
fully discussed there and was open to the
public Press for some considerable periol
hetore it reached this Chamber, Notiee of
its provisions and of the intention to pam
it was given to representatives of the dif-
ferent  churehes, amd  their opinion wis
songht.  The fuollest publicity was therefor
given to the measure hefore it renched this
Chumber. T wish 1o correet an unintontionzl
inneeuraey in the speceh of the Attorne:
(icneral.  Hle said the measure had heen
introduced late at night. The clawse whict
e now proposes to repeal was passed be.
fore the tea adjouranment on the 26th No
vomber last year. Tt wns necither late at
night nor really late in the session, inns
wmuch as the Bill had reccived the fullest
rublicity.

The Attorney General: That is eorrect.

Mr. RTUDSON: | mention that not hy wax
of criticiam of the Attorncy General, huf
to show that T um in search of some reasar
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for the introduction of this Bill. The leader
of the Opposition laid it down the other
night us a2 principle that no legislation
shoull be introdneced into this Chamber un-

tess there wag some demand for it and its.

introduetion had been sought,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: There are plenty of
requests for this Bill,

Mr. HUDSON: 1f there was sueh a de-
mand for it, surely wa should have been told
of this by the Attorney General. In the
absence of such a statement one is at a loss
to know why the Bill has been introduced.
The Attorney General was asked whether
there had been any abuse of the provisions
of Scetion 5 of the Aet of last year. He
wag not able to give any illustration of such
abuses, nor was he able fo show that an un-
due number of cases had heen brought under
it.

The Attorney General: 1 do
vou usked for that.

My, HUDSON: I did not ask for it, bunt
in answer to an iaterjection the Attorney
General said that if there had been any
ubuses of the privileges given under the Act,
it would have been his duty as Attorney
General to interfere.

The Attorney General: There is no ease
that 1 know of.

Me, HUDSON: The inference to be drawn,
thercfore, is that he did not know of any
partivnlar case,

The Attorney General: Nor is one likely
to know of any.

ITon. P. Collier: One is not likely te have
suftivient evidence to justify one in interven-
ag, but one muy have suspicions.

Mr. HUDSON: The interjeetion of the
leader of the Opposition might apply to
divoree  generally, whether a  ease was
brought under this particular section or the
other provisions of the 1932 Act, or broupght
ni all

Hon. I, Collicr: If the parties have been
separated for five years there is not mueh
loubt about the matter.

Mr. AUDRON: 1 am dealiug with the
wecessity  for the vepeal of the particular
seetion of the Act that I vefer to, and am
tooking for some justification for the intro.
duction of this Bill. Tt would he stultifying
the actiona of IParlinment to alter an Aet
that wus passed last year withont full awd
pafficient rensons for so Aoing this year. T
kave ascertained that remarks have beoen
made with regard to the measure by one of
the judpes who has been called upon to ad-
gminister it. T found that the abservations
were not dirceted againgt the policy of the
Rill, beeinse that would be outside the pur-
view of a jndge. It would be impertinent
tor him to eritieise in his judicial capacity
the poliey adopted by Parlinment, and T feel
sure a jnidge would not do that. We can
therefure dismiss that aspeet from our mind,
[ admit that certain critieism was offered
to that portion of the Aet which this Bill
geeky 1o repeal.  The only dircet observa.
tions that were made were to paint out the
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anomalons position created by the fact that
under the legislation we are (iscussing,
divorce was possibly made easier, but anom-
alies were created beenuse of the fact that
a period of five years desertion was allowed
to remain in the original Aet. T huve en-
deavoured to find out what was in the mind
of the Attorney General when he brought
down this Bill. He has not brought for-
ward anything to justify us in passing it,
and outside his remarks T have found no-
thing to jostify me in woppurting it. TF
any hon, member can _bring forward any
justification for the pussage of this Bill, T
shall be glad to hear it.

Mr. O'Loghlen- Whuat has been the effect
upen the velome of work in the courts?

Mr. TUDRON: Sinee the war the volume
of work all over the Hritish Tdominions hns
inereased.

Hon, W, €. Angwin: T do not think there
werg ever s¢ many cases s the uwumber
brought under Seetion 3.

Mr. HUDSON: There has heen no ab-
nermal inerease in consequence of that sece-
tion, but there hinve been thousands more
cases in other countries, in New South Wales,
Vietoria, and in England since the war. T
do pot sce how this section can be objected
to unless it can be shown that there has
been an abnormal number of ¢ases brought
before the conrts under it. I am at o loss
te know why the Rill has heen brought
down und [ intend to oppose it. Section 5
of the Aet of last year provides that in the
event of an application for the restitution
of conjugal righta being refused, the failure
on the purt of the respondent to romply
with the order for restitution becomes n
grounil of divoree without its being neces-
sary to wait five years for Qescrtion.
This was brought down in order to remedy
gpecific vases, It was also bringing our law
into line with the English law and the law
of New South Wales, Tt was not designed
to bring it line for bne into conformity
with the law in Xngland, beeause in Eng-
land they are not go far advanced generally
tn Tegislation of this kind as we are. It
hus, however, brought us into line with the
Iaw . New South Wales, which came into
effect in 1899, and is still in foree. The
Attorucy General intimated that he had
uot heen able to find that particular see-
tion, It is Section 11 of the 1899 Aet, and
has been in operation in New South Wales
ever since. No evidence or proof has heen
fortheoming, nor has there been any
attempt to produce such evidence, 1o show
that the Act of New South Wales has becn
abused or has worked any injury to eocicty
or has done harm to anyone. On the con-
reary, in the absence.of such evidenee it
may be taken that it has worked vather
hencficially to the community. There is
indeed a good deal of vigilance exercised in
New South Wales in regard to legislation
of this kind. I fail to see why we should
make this reactionary meve, and go back
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to the time betore the legiglation of last
Vear was passed.

Mr, Nairn: Back to the middle ages.

Mr. HUDSON: Why should we go be-
hind the Jegislation of New South Wales?

Hon. P, Collier: Why should we follow
the legislation of New South Wales?

Mr. HUDSOX: There is no real reason
why we should, but we did follow it. How-
cver, the point is that we are now asked to
vevert to the legislation of the sixties. |
do not think the lender of the Opposition
desires that, Lot me inquire what is offered
by the sponsor of the present Bill, At
present our law alfovds velief to people who
arve unhappy in their married life, and who
seek to bring into operation the provisions
of the Act passed last year. Reconcilia-
tions, however, often take place, and thus
lifelong  estrangements are aveided. In
other cases relief is given, the parties being
divoreed and net being required to fill in o
leng period of five vears' separvation before
they obtain the relief to which they are
entitled,  In  plice of that, the Attorney
tieneral proposes to go back to the position
of requiring people who are unhappy in
their married life to remain separated for
a period of five years before they ean oh-
tain any relief. “fDBut,”" says the Attorney
General, ““yon can apply to the comrt for an
order for restitution of conjugal rvights, and
ean get a deeree or order direeting wach
restitution.’” But what does one pet then!
The MAtorney General wonld reply, “*You
can get oan order for o judicial separation
withont waiting two years.”' Tn essence the
Attorney General says that this proeedure
of application for the restoration of con-
jugal rights 38 well enough in prineiple,
hut that the only remedy which is to be
given for failure to comply with the order
for vestitution of eonjugal rights is n
Judicial separation. Thus the Attorney Gen-
eral proposes to keep sueh people apart and
give them ne further opportunity in life in
the direetion of matrimony. T submit that
that wonld he going back teo far alto-
gether. Tn the absence of auy evidenee of
nbuse of the existing Aet—and if there were
abuse we could remedy the cvil without this
drastic method of repeal—we should not
allow this Bill to pass the second vending.
T intend to oppose the second reading, and
may have something furiher to say at a
Inter stage,

Ton. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East I're-
mantle) [7.50]: I sapport the second read-
ing of the Bill, as T do not helieve in mak.
ing divoree too easy. The last speaker has
stated that a Supreme Court judge has ex-
pressed an opinion almost condemnimg a
certain section in last year’s Aect.

Mr, Hudson: I did not say that. The
judge’s condemnation referred te the five-
years period just as mmch as to that see-
tion,

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: The condemnation
referred to the shortness of the period of
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time which must elopse before the granting
of a diverce. When the Act was introduced
here last year, 1 gave my attention especi-
ally to the deletion of n clause rendering it
possible for the bushand or wife of an
insane person elsewhere to come here and
seeure a divoree. | believe the partieular
attention of the llouse was directed to that
elange, and the seetion whieh this Bill pro-
jrores to repeal doubtless eacaped the atten-
tion of many members. [ 1lo not know even
that the hon. member who introduced the
Bill drvew particular attention lo the cir-
cunistance that under the measure it woeuld
he possible to get o diveree within 12
manths,

My, Hudson: Yes, [ dil draw attention to
that, I ean give you the refercunee.

Hon, W, €, ANGWIN: Pnder -the seetion
in - guestion it is sollicient for a married
conple who have had a quarrel to enter into
A temporary agreement under which oue ot
thean applies to the court for an epler for

restitution  of conjugal rights  and  very
shortly afterwards ohtaing 4 divorce, We

know that with the lapse of time there is a
possibility of a separated couple coming to-
pether again,  Oeceasionally time heals seri-
ons wounds, and a regard tur the interests of
the chikdten of a sepurated couple ghould
prevent us from giving facilities for hasty
divorees.  In my opinion the law in this
respeci was quite liberal ¢nough prior to the
passing of last yeav's moeasure,  The mem-
ber for Yilgarn (Mr. Jludson) bas said that
the law in New Nouth Wales iy the same as
vnder this section, which the Bill proposes
to repeal. That may be so, but everything
that is done in New South Wales is not
right.

Han. T. Walker: But it is not necessarily
wrong cither,

llon, W. C. ANGWIN: T do not know
thut we can always po hy the law of New
Month Wales. At all events, many of the
women of this State are much interested in
the section referred to, and they have writ-
ten to members of Parliament—I myself
have had several such letters—asking that
this proviston should be deleted.

Hon, T. Whallker: The opposition to the
section comes prineipally from the chuarches.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: People who attend
the churehes bhave just as mueh right as other
people to ask that a wrong law ghould be
amended

1lon. P, Collier: The opposition, T think,
eomes wmostly from women who are past the
age of divorce.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: T do not think so.
Nowever, T do not wish to deal with that
aspeet of the subjeet. Undoubtedly there
is a tendency nowadays to make divorce very
casy, and T do not agree with that tendenecy.
We can Qo far more good by trying to re-
unite a married couple who have drifted
apart, than by making it very easy for them
to get o divorece and thus become separated
for all time. I shall not now go into var-
ious matters connected with the subject of
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divorce which were discussed last session,
and which were foreibly placed hefore the
House by the member for Perth (Mr, Pilk-
ington).

Mr. NAIRXN (Swan) [7.353]: I do not
know that we need be particnlarly alarmed
because of the fact that thronghout the
world divoree is now muoeh more prevalent
than it was prior to the war,

lon. ', Collier: It is a sign of progress.

Mr. NAIJRN: I think it is a vegrettable
aml even a lamentable fact, At the same
time, woe must pay attention to facts whieh
exist.  There has heen a tremendous up-
heaval of socin) awml other conditions, und
the matrimonial problem has also felt the
shock.  As regards the innovatien which was
mude in our divoree Jaw last vear, apart
from an opinion expressed by one of nur
Supreme (Court judpes no particular allepa-
tious have been made vs to harm having
resulted or being likely to result from that
innovation, Let us give the new law a fair
trinl. The opposition to the section which
the Bill proposes to repeal would come largely
trom @ class whe ohjert to any divoree law
whatseever, who are strongly opposed to
divoree in any vircwmstances. Generations
ago the stage wnas passed  when anyone
wonld think of compelling people to live
in o state of extreme unhappiness for a per-
iml of five years, Somconc las said that
that was a good pravision, and tended to pre-
serve the sanctity of the home, We are all
desirous of preserving the sanctity of the
home, but where is the sanctity of the home
when two married people are torn asunder
as far as human beings can be? From our
own observation we know that in meost in-
stanees where a veconeiliation ean bhe effected
it ia effeeted; but where husband and wife
have been separated for years, reeonciliation
iy impossible; and that would be the posi-
_ tion under this Bill.  As for the children’s
interests, the children could not passibly be
worse sitvated than where there is no home
and mo possibility of a reconciliation, and,
further, no chanee of freedom from a tie
which in effect has been long dissolved.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The section in ques-
tion allows no time for reconciliation.

Mr, NAIRN: I am prepared to give con-
sideration to that aspect of the matter; but
I will not agree to o restoration of the old
barbarous period of five years, and I hope
the House will not agree to it.

Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [7.58]: T sup-
port the Bill as it stands. An opinion on
the divoree law has besn expressed by at
least one gentleman who speaks with
authority, who is a& man of comsiderable
stapnding in the community, and whose
duties afford him an opportunity. of seeing
the fucts as they are presented in the
courts of law. Such a man ought to be in
a better position to express an opinion on
our divorce law than nine-tenths of those
who have not that opportunity. There can
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he no guestion that the section whieh this
Bill proposes 1o repeal encourages collusion.
That section opens an eayy way for geiting
st of one's obligations in the case of
people who  enter the matrimoenial state
without being prompted by a sense of
responsibility and true affection, L do not
wish to appear pharisaical or puritanieal in
i matter of this echaraeter, but [ am of
apinion that by waking the law too ecasy
wo eneourage divoree, [ make that state-
ment believing it to represent the striet and
absolute twath,  If people can enter the
matrimonial state easily and can get out of
it easily, they will be disposed to take a
sporting chanee. ‘There is abroad in the
community at present a pretty loose type
of worality. Lt is partienlarly abroad in
those lands which have been engaged in the
war. It is unquestionable that the churches
which are not altogether averse to divorce
have viewed this problem serivusly aad
Lave called upon the community to realise
the gravity of affairs. At the recent Lam-
Lith confereoce, the Chureh of England
pivlates diseussed  this  matter fully, 1
wnderstamd that the Chureh of England is
wot averse to divoree, but, realising the
gravity of the position in England and else-
where, the bishops of the ¢hutch have been
invoked to oppose any liberalisution of the
divorce laws. Thero are countries where
divoree is not reeognisad. We have evidence
that those people live in a reasonubly
happier state than in other couvntries. T
speak of the people from whom I have
sprung—the Trish people. They ddo not
1ceognise divorie, and the divoree rate is
lower in Ireland than elsewhere. The
morality of the people of Ireland is of a
high order. Their married state is gencr-
ally exemplary but T believe that if they
held the same views on divorce as people
in other parts of the world do, they would
find just as many reasons for divoree as are
found in the other countries.

Houn. P. Collier: But the happiness of the
Trish people is due to their peaceful
temperament.

Mr. TROY: Oh no, it is not. It is due
largely to their teaching, They do not look
for disagreements during their married life;
they endeavour to sidestep them. The mem-
ber for Yilgarn (Mr. Hndson) said that no
harm conld be done to the community under
the Aet. It is too early to judge that,
Suppose this Act remains, and we continue
to have divorces as has occurred during the
last 12 months, very scon a child will not
know its own father. The position will be-
come so tangled that we will not know
where we are. There will be such a lack of
morality that it will lead to inevitable detri-
mental results. T am not a puritan and do
not desire to speak in a puritanical vein. I
am satisfied, however, that if we allow
divorces to be secured under -the provisiona
which this Bill seeks to destroy, the resuits
will be injurious to the community., 1t can-
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not be otherwige. T1f we permit a lax
morality, the future of the Stare will be
seriously affccted. If I had no other reason
than that, T would support the Bill aa intro-
dueed by the Attorney General.

Hon, T. WALKER (Kanowna) [R5]: At
the risk of being greatly misunderstood, 1
am going tn oppose the second reading of
this Bill. T oppese it partly for the reason
given by the member for Yilgarn, that there
has been no proof whatever, or evidenee of
any kind, that it is necessary, or that the
Bill we passed [2 montha ago has heen a
failure or has doune any harm. There is a
great confusion, apparently, in the minda of
some members as to the cause of the flooding
of our divorce courts gince the war, not only
in Western Australia but in every Btate of
Australia, and throughout England and
America, Tt is always so after a war. After
warg, that kind of immorality, for which re-
hief is found in the divoree courts, i3 preva-
lent, That is uothing wnwsnal; it could be
prophesised before ever a war commenced.
We know it must come, the laws of human
nature being as they are. To argue, there-
fove, that a mistake was wmade last year in
pussing the Divoree Act Amendment Aect,
hecanse we have had so many divoree cases
through the courts, is to argue without due
regard to the causes of those divorees. There
has been confusion ns to the causes. Where
can tho Attorney Genernl sny a wrong has
been done?  Show me where the facilities to
get a divorce have done an aetual wrong to
society, to an individual or to children, and
then T shall hesitute. Tf it is a measnre of
relief, if it is a measure to obviate society
and individvals from the effeets of the can-
cerous uleers of adulterons lives, then it is
good and a Dlessing. T fully respect the
wember for North-Easy Fremantle (Hon, W,
(. dngwin} and the member for Mt, Mapgmet
(Mr, Troy). I respeet their views. They are
cntitled to them. T desire to hurt no one’s
prejudices, inherited from parents or horn
of their experience.

Mr. Troy: Why call them prejudices?

Uon. T, WALKER: Because they are pre-
judiees, Tf T desired to argue that paint T
vould keep the House all night. What I am
contending, however, is that whatever religious
grounds mey be asgociated with marriage,
and whatever religions ceremonies and abli-
wations, in essence, mavriage is simply a con-
tract. The law rceognises that hy secular-
ising marriages.

Me. Pilkington: Tt is & conteact in whieh
third persons are intcrested.

Hon, T. WALKER: Quite so. That is not
denied, " We are all intercgted in the well-
being and happiness of human lives, but
marriage is a secular contract, recognised by
the law, Tt is not neeessary that we should
attend to the funetions of any chareh in
order to have a legally bound contract. |
cannot see why, when that contract becomes
not only irksome but injuriouns and perniciouns
in ‘wmoré senses than one, we shounld not he
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able to have that contract dissolved. There
is no logic to gainsay that such o course, un-
der such circumstances, would be right. Mem-
bers have quoted religions sanetion, Let me
tell hon. members that if they go back to the
oldest source of religions sanction, they will
find divorce laws which were much casier
than thosc under the Divoree Aet here. Go
back to the old Jewish law, from which all
our Christian institutions have sprung and
then let vws sece what the divorce laws were.
This js the divoree Inw as recorded in
Leuteronomy—

When a man hath taken a wife, and
married her, and it come to pass that she
find no favour in his eyes, becanse he hath
found some uneleanness in her: then let
him write her a bill of divorcement, and
give it in her hand and send her out of his
house. And when she ia departed out of
his house, she may ge and be another man’s
wife,

Hon, P. Collicr: That is pretty prompt.

Mr. Troy: Is that desertion?

Hou. T. WALKER: If he find fault with
her beeanse of uncleanness, he ean get 1id
of his wife.

Mr. Trov: Berause of uncleanness!

Hen. T. WALKER: That was ample
gromel for divoree nnder the Jewish law. Tt
is this old prejudice, this old established
aunperstition that shrouds the whole question
and blinds ws when we come to dea! with
social legislation. Unelennmesa happens to
all women periodically. Every woman is un-
clean when the functions of nature come upoun
her. S0 she was unclean under thia old law.
The position in those days was that if a man
did not like a woman, and she was not zutis-
factory to him, all he had te do was to put
a bill of divoreement into her handg and turn
her out of his home. Tt is frown those old
times of the degradation of woman, when she
was & slave, absolutely a posscssior of man
and his chattel, that these marriage taws have
eome, Under the British law a woman
ahsolutely lost her legal identity when the
beeame married. It was only in 1882
that we vestored her to anythmig like o
legal footing. 'These aid Tooks in  the
Bihle are  written for man, not for
woman. ‘‘Let a woman obey her husband.”’
That js the text, aml that is the spirit of
the foundation of those views we have henard:
and under those notiongs woman has ¢ber been
laoked nnon as a passcessiou. an nbsolute pro-
perty. Nay, it was permissible in old Eng-
Jand to sell a wife, and that not very many
centuries ago.

Mr. Nairn: You ean scll her to-day.

Hon. T. WALKER: Yes, it one sense, but
T mean, to treat her as a chattel. Woman
has forever heen leld in snbjection as the
property, the thing to use, of the husband.
The consequence is, being brought up in that
narrow atmosphere, with no iden of the
world to look upon, she has anffered in the
development of her intellect.

Hon. W. €. Augwin: Our divoree laws
have put them on an eguality with man.
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Hon. T. WALKER: But this is a modern
development,

MWon. W, ¢, Angwin:
an equality.

Hon. T, WALKER: Not cven yet are they
on an equality. We¢ have tried to make them
50, but the costom of society still holds
women in an inferior position.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Never
cugtom,

Hon. T. WALKER: But custom is law,
The law itself is only the expression of ma-
terialised custom. When we get to a stage
where we think it safe to express a custom
and maintain it, we stamp it and call it a law,
1f we had put women upon an equality the
hon, member, instead of having me, so ob-
Jectionable to him upon this subjeet, sitting
next to him, would have instead some beau-
titul fair Venus, the Moses, 1 was going to
say, of this Assembly.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We are going to
have them after the next election.

Hon, T. WALKUER: Perhaps so. Now T
want to draw attention to another thing. All
these matters relating to divorce were, in
days gone by, matters for the Chureh to deal
with. They belonged to the ecclesiastical law,
It ia only in guite modern times that we have
allowed divoree to take place wifhout an ap-
peal to an Aet of Parlinment. Not so very
long ago we required an Act of Parliament
to diverce people, Then the ecelesiastical
courts came into our ordinary law courts, and

[However they are on

mind the

new we have the consideration of these con-

tracts, aa to whether they should be annulled
or continued, dealt with in our ordinary
vourts. T want to know if, in conscquence
of this, we behold in the community any
yreater misfortune, any great immorality in
cgnsequenee of it, any greater human suffer-
ing, either in the home or in our general life,
in consequence of it? We do not. But we
do find cases where genuine relief has been
given. Will anyone in this Assembly tell me
there is any, ecither divine or human, law
which can be ealled just, which would put two
people in perpetual bondage to each other
who have no love or affection, who must live
a cat-and-dog life, who must brutalise their
nature by their antipathies to each other, and
who must, in those circumstances, give birth
to offspring polluted by impure minds and
defective brains. Yet that is what is sought.
f will frankly admit there may be cases of
people, particularly hysierical people, whom
a quarrel or two will make feel that they are
unfitted for ench other hecause they do not
understand each other. Tn consequence they
are playing at cross purposes, and in speed
and temper they may rush to the courts.
They can do it now. But in order to do it,
instend of frankly considering this as a con-
tract to he submitted to the conrt for its
consideration on the cvidence presented, they
first of all prepare for dissolutien of the con-
tract by immoral conduct. There are cases
where immoral conduet has purposely been
indnlged in to provide grounds for divorce.
Then we do not require any five years or any
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simple suit for the restitution of conjugal
rights; it is guite sufficient to obtain the
decret of the court if the immoral aet is
committed. TFormer)y it conld ouly be done
in the case of the wife. "The husband had to
he guilty of something in addition. The
maodern laws relating to divoree have put
man and woman upon an equality in that
respect, and the sin of the one is just as
much ground for divorec as is the sin of
the other. But it was not always so. Ilow-
ever, we can all bring te mind cases where
violation of the marital contract has been
sufficient grounds for divoree, whether on the
part of the wite or of the husband. Bo we
need not wait for five years. The objeet of
the Bill is to still give the right in a anit for
restoration of conjugal rights, but making
also necessary what we have without it,
namely five yearg’ descrtion. TIive years’ de-
scrtion we have now upoen the statute-book.
T have never heard o complaint ngainst it.
The Bill says “* Yes, you c¢an have a suit for
regtoration of conjugal rights, but in addition
you must fulfil the requisites of the Divorce
Act of 1932, You mmst have five years’ de-
sertion.'” Then the Bill is unnecessary, and
all we need do is to repeal in an amendment
of the Divorce Act the amending Act we
passed only last year. What is there to fear
in the existing Aet? That everyhody is go-
ing to rush into the matrimonial courts and
seek for this restoration of rights the Aect
gives to them? Before the existing Aet can
be put into operation there must have been
already some species of desertion; otherwise
there is no need to ask for restoration of that
companionghip which we know as marriage.
If that desertion has taken plaece, why com-
pel people existing in that strained relation-
ship to wait for five years? 1t is wrong to
the partics to compel them to wait for five
years before they can get justiee. If they
are living apart and are determined to live
apart, already separated by their lack of
affinity for each other, why compel them to
live in that wretched, miserable, homeless
state for five yeara? What do we gain by it?
Any bencfit to the children?

Mr. Troy: :Are you going to adhere to the
present system? Do you think it proferable
to the five years?

Hon. T. WALKER:
is five vears.

My, Troy: No, less than that.

Hon. T. WALKER: I know; they can do
it in less time. The five years is sufficient
where you do not want to ask for restoration
of conjugal rights. But they c¢an do it in
less time, and what virtue ia there in making
them wait five years? -

Mr. Troy: This admits of collusion.

Hon, T. WALKER: When collusion takes
place the parties are not fit to live together.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: It might be a brief
quarrel.

Hon. T. WALKER: 1n which case they
can make it up next day.

The Attorney General: Is therc no neces-
sity to econsider the childrent

The present svatem
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Hon, T, WALKER: Of course there is.

The Attorney General: If you audwmit that,
You must be against collusion, and you must
desire to prevent it.

Hon, T. WALKER: Of ecourse I desire to
prevent collusion. I desive to see every man
and woman who has entered into this cou-
traet living happily, without any need for
collugion. I desire to see them bound to-
gether, not by cercmony or deed or vegis-
trar, but by bonds of real affeetion; aud
where that exists all your diverce laws arc
worthless, will not touch them. Where there
is genuine mateship, true companionship,
biending of natures, with that affinity which

blends sex with sense and happiness, where -

there ia that, your divoree laws arc nullities,
of no value whatever, Need anybody happy,
knowing what home means and family life
means, rush to the diveree court on the
-geore of five years’ separation, drunkenness,
eriminality, or for the restoration of con-
jugal rights? 1t is only where there is
disparity, where you torture one or bath
perpetually by keeping the bonds as they
are, it is omly there the value of Qdivorce
comes in. Surely we are humane enough to
think it is a crime to keep people in that
perpetual state of unrest, mental unbalance,
nervous frietion, and perpetueal anguish for
five ycars to get rclief. Where the case is

strong cnough, we ought to separate them -

a8 being unfit for each othcr, when, to pro-
_long the marriage is only te prolong the
torture and lead to immorality. T just wish
to make my views known. I am with the
member for Swan (Mr. Nairn)- when he
spoke of the ‘past, that old past leading to

the tyme when woman was a slave, and she -

has beeu little more in society up to the
present, Tn the old past she was a mera
thing, There was one council of the church
which actually seriously debated whether
woman was human and whether she had 1
soul or not.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: But thoese daya have
one. '

g Hon. T. WALKER: Buot the views of
those days etill linger. We will not give her
a chance unless she has been five years
separated, By the law of 12 months ago
we gave her a chance if the husband had
in effect positively deserted her.  To-day
memhbers will not give her the same chanee.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: That showa equality.

Hon. T. WALKER: There is no eqmlity
about it. This is what ias at the back of
the heads of memberz: what is going to
hecome of the woman of the house§ Where
is she going to wander off¥ Where is my
property?

Mr. Troy: That is piffie.

Hon, T. WALKER: The hon, member is
bonnd by other conventionalities——

Mr. Troy: No, I am not,

Hon, T. WALKER: If we made dlvorce
ten times as casy as has been snegested, the
hon. member would not be secking the di-
voren court.

Mr. Troy: I might be.
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Hon. W. C, Angwin: Do not make it too
CH8Y,
Hon. T, WALKER: And the member for

North-Kast Jremantle would not be rush-
ing thwre, either. It is only in cases of
necessity where the divoree court is a bene-
fit.  The Atterney General, in introducing
the wessure, said we thought we were fol-
lowing the BEpglish law and that we were
not doing se ufter all, because the LEnglish
law wives only the right to judicial separa-
tion on the suit for the restitution of con-
jugal rights. He would make that appenr
to be something better than divoree,

The Attorney Ueneral: Your imagination
ig more powerful than I thought.

Hon. T. WALKER: What joke is the At-
torncy General trying to make? 1 say that
juaieial separation whieh gives a home to
neither and gives neither a chance to get o
home for the future, which separates them
absolutely, i3 n state of civilised torture that
future genevations will look back upon as
evidence of twentieth contury barbarism, A
woman is separated from her hushand
judieially or by deed of scparation, having
the care of the family, with no ono to re-
gpeet lier as Mrs. so and so living apart
from her husband, tabooed, the doors of
soricty c¢losed upon her, compelled to live
a life of isolation from her fellow women
particulurly; and the women are always the
worst.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: Bhe mixes with so-
cicty and with other women,

Hon, T. WALIKER:; Ng, the other women
will not reccive her, (nce a woman i3 thrown
out npon her dwn, and left high and dry,
the women of the world look with sneers

Hon. W, C. Anpgwin: Woman’s sympathy
comes in in cases like that.

Hon. T. WALKER: I do not give much
for woman's sympathy where it i sympathy
for an unfortunate sister. As a rule the
worst enemy an unfortunakte woman ean have
is her own sex. The member for North-East
TFremantle on this subjeet speaks as one
who has not mingled with the world; he
does not know the world. He is like & child
on this subjeet. Consequently he has all
the fond memories of childhood in his bosom
ag well as in his brain,

Hon, W, C. Angwin: And consequently [
sympathise with the children who will be
left in this manner.

Hon. T. WALKER: Then let ua
see how they are left under the existinp
law. They are left now penerally to the
care of the State unless the rarties are
fairly well off, when some allowance might
he made; but generally it is inadeamate for
the proper brinring up of the children. Tn
some cases of these separations the woman
has the eratody of the children and has to
work for her living, because the poor man’s
alowarce nermitted by the luw for ths sun-
port of the wife and chillren is entirely
inadequate.  Consequently she cann~t anp-
port them, We ecan find children in the care
of the State Department now in great num-
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bers, the results of these separations, The
woman cannot make a home for herself un-
less she does it in an immoral way. If she
gets some pretector, some eompanion to look
after her, that man cannot marry and cannot
be to her in that near socinl reclationship
which will enable hin to feel it is his abso-
lute duty to maintain, support, comfort and
proteet her. Clonsequently she has nothing
like o home, and mostly the ehiliren drift
inte the Btate departinent.

Mr. Griftiths: 1f yon make divorce easy,
you will inercase the nuniber,

Hon. T. WALKER: 1lIow make it easy!
What happens under the law as it stands!
What is the cause of the great flow of di-
vuree cases throngh all the courts of the world
to-dzy? 1t is beeanse men have separatud
from their wives and left their wives behinid.
P'ermptations have cotne in the way of loth,
aid both hiave eowmitted social wrongs.

My, Dickering: Indiscretions,

Hon. T. WALKER: Sotctimes they are
not wore than wmere indizcretions. The cou-
scquence is the divorce courts are filled. It
is separation without the law, a mere scp-
aration put in pickle to live on their own
that has produced the amount of what we
call immworality which provides grounds for
divoree, Take the other side: let ws sup-
pose that without any stigma of disgrace a
woman ean obtain a divoree and can ulti-
mately find someone who respeets and loves
Irer, and will undevtake, voluntarily to be her
protector in a legal senge for the remainder
of her life.

Mr. Pickering: It would enecourage them
to make several trials,

Hon, T. WALEKER: How, several? There
is no part of the world where divoree is
more easy than it is in America, and where
do we find cvidence of immoralities there
that do not exist in other parts of the world?

Mr. Ciriffiths: They are pretty warm in
sonte spots.

Hon. T. WALKER: Tt does not matter
how warm they are; the fact remains that
there is no more immorality, in faet there
is less sexual immorality in Ameriea than
there i8 in Paris, Rome or Loundon. I sub-
mit that it is absurd to prefer these separn-
tions which must incvitably lead to immeor-
ality—it takes strong natures to resist it—
insterd of giving that freedom which allows
for rules to be made. Tt may sometimes hap-
pen and in fact does repeatedly happen that
neither the man nor the woman is individ-
ually to hlame, hut in conjunction they are
hoth to blame, The man has marricd a
woman not fitted for his temperament, and
the woman has married a man with whom ghe
cannot congenially assoeiste. The two together
ereate that repulsion a&nd friction which make
life intolerahle, and thcy want to separate;
whereas the woman mated to another man or
the man to another woman resylts in aafe,
stable, loving homes being established. That
is a possibility if we undo a wrong that has
heen done. Tt is infinitely preferable to al-
low them to separate as individual beings
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having individoal- rights, not bound or co-
eread by either. It is preferable to remadn-
ing married without the blesaings, comforts
und sanctions of marriage or anything else,
to be absolutely gingle and yet have all the
restrictions of marriage upon them? That
is a wrong state of society and omc that
should not be encouraged. The Attorney
Genernl has not given us one case in which
harm has becn done. The increment of di-
vorce cases i not due to the Bill but to the
law and to the e¢ffects of the law. The At-
torngy Gencral has shown us no good reason
whatsocver for repealing or altering the mea-
snre we passed last year.  As the member
for Swan put it he is taking us back to the
past and mooring us to the old ecelesinstieal
superstitions which it is the buosiness of the
world 1o pet rid of as soon as it can.

Mr. BROWN (SBubiaco)} [8.42]: Until
quite recently marriage was celehrbated he-
tween man and woman mainly with the object
of getting heme and family life, and was
regarded largely as a religious coremony,
and [ believe it was of advantage to the
whole ecommunity that this was so. Later
on we saw fit to treat marriage largely as o
eivil eontract whereby it, to a large extent,
lost any need for affection betwecn the con-
tracting parties. PFurther on it was neces-
sary, in order to meet that eivil aecommo-
dation, to appoint registrars of marriage,
whereas previously a religious contract was
necessary. 3o soon as we extend these prin-
ciples of easy divoree, it appearsa to me that
family life will become less religions than it
is at the present time, So far as the existing
law is concerned, we have had evidence
within the last two or three months of the
number of cases for the restitution of con-
Jugal rights, and tho greatest objection I
have to the existing law iz that it is possible
for a man and woman to marry, and within
12 months to get a divorece. In the natural
course of events n child is born with-
in 10 or 12 months of the marriage.
At present it is possible for n marriage to
take place and a diveree to folluw before
the ehild is born, The child then has a pretty
hard row to hoe if it should lJive after-
wards. This casy eystem of divorce also
makes it possible for cither or both of the
parties who are divorced from ecach other
to immediately re-marry, Thus, children arc
born from parents such as these and have
very little chance of prosperity in the
future. The five years’ period might .be
amended in Committee: Two or three years
is quite snfficient to test those pevsons who
want a diverce ard to show whether it is
possible or not for them to come together
again, 'Thig wounld also be a great advan-
tage to the children that are being brought
up. T£ no alteration is made to the present
Act the religious aspect of marriage, whieh
is the true aspect, would be lost sight of
bit bv bit, until marriage becomes purvely
and simply a form of sexual contact to see
what the result will be. If it ia not satis-
factory to both parties there will be no
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home life and no family life. They will
merely go to the court and get a divoree,
and continue the thing ad 1ib. In the in-
terests of the children I gupport the second
reading of this Bill, and nope that in Com-
mittee the five years will be reduced to
three or two.

Mr, GRIFFITHS (York) [8.47]: I sup-
pert the second reading. My thoughts on the
matter are very similar to those of the mem-
ber for Subiaco (Mr. Brown), A smile
went round the House when reference was
thade to religious bodies and churehes hav-
ing expresred the opinion that the Act
passed last year has heen inimieal in its
action. As the member for North-East
Fremantle (Hon, W, C. Angwin) remarked,
there ia no doubt that the opinions of these
people ought to be listened to and that they
are entitled to eonsideration at the hands
of this House.

Mr. Hudson: They did not say thers was
any abuse of the Act, but there was appre-
hengion that there would be.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: TLat appears to be the
feeling of these people and it ia very largely
my own fecling. Perhaps I am old
fashioned in my ideas on the question of
marriage. 'With the member for Subiaeo 1
regret that it is losing its religious aspect,
and that family life is passing out. Tt in one
of the failings of Australinn life that the
family aspeet is to a great extent being dis-
pelled. This may be due to the conditiona
under which we live.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Therg is no evidence
of that.

Hon. P. Collier: It is a wild statement.

Mr. GRTFFITHS: In the early days on
the goldfields the conditions eertainly tended
to destroy family life.

Hon. P, Collier: There was no family life
in the earlv davs..

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The conditions helped
to destroy it. The same thing has occurred
since the war. In the early days men
brought their wives from the Eastern
States after a long absence, and when they
came togethar they found that new foelings
had been created and that eaeh had con-
eoived ecertain likes and dislikes. Very
often this trouble oecurred through the long
separation.

Hon. P. Coliler: That is a libel on the
goldfields people,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I have seen it my-
self. .

Hon. P. Collier: It is g ridieulons libel.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Not at all.

Hon. P. Collier: It is a monstrons libel.

Mr. GRTFFITHS: I spent 11 years on
the goldfields and know that the life tended
to bring this about.

Hon. P. Collier: Tt has been better in that
respect since you left. '

Mr. GRTIFFITHS: I have heard the aame
thing with respect to the leader of the
Opposition, because he is not up there so
much now.

[ASSEMBLY,]

Hon, P. Collier: I am watehing you hare.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: During the last 12
months there hag been an abnormal amount
of work in the divorce courts. It has been
pointed out that we are living in abnormal
times. The Attorney General will be able to
cite cases where hardship has been inflicted,
and where our Divorce Act by making di-
vorée easy has tended to inereasc the num-
ber of cases, From aunthoritative informa-
tion I have received I maintain that the re.
duetion in the period which constitutes a
ground for divoree has had the effect of
crowding our courts. It has aleo had the
effect of increasing the numher of divoree
cases all over the world. T intend to sup-
port the seconmd reading of the Bill, It
may be that in Committee the term of five
years, upon which the member for Kan-
ownsa (Hon. T. Walker) laid such stress, will
be decided to be too long. Tt is a very com-
plex question. There are instances in which
possibly the prople should never huve come
together at all, and where it would have been
better if they had been parted within 24
hours. I alse know of cases where there
has been collusion. It is with the idea of
preventing this that I think the Bill should
be passed.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: (Hon. T.
P, Draper, West Perth—in reply) [8.53]:
The opposition to the Bill is on the ground
that I eannot cite any cases or give any
actual proef of any cases where collusion
bas occurred.

Hon, T. Walker: I did not say that.

The ATTORNEY QENERAL: I have
been challenged on that seore.

Hon. T. Walker: Of cases where injury
has been done by the Act.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It would
have been impossible and improper for me
to quote such cnses. This, however, does
not prevent me from exercigsing my judg-
ment as o man of the world, or in noticing
the immediate increase in the numnber of
divorce eases which followed almost direct-
ly after the Act had come into forea. T
cannot close my ears to what I hear in the
street.

Mr. Hudson: In that case you ought to
nmend the Act.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T eannot
close my ears to the religious bodies or dis-
regard their experience in this matter. 1
cannot shut my ayes to the lettera [ have
reeeived from various hodies in the country
pointing out the evils which arise under
the present Aet. T do not bring forward
this Bill purely 'from a puritanical point
of view. I do not profess to be betier
than anyone, but T am not going fo admit
that I am any worse. Tt is no use dis-
guising the - fact that with the experience
of what has happened in the courts gince
the Aet was passed there is very grave
roason to think there have heen cases of
vollusien. Tt is a certainty that divorce
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can now be obtained by collusion in a very
much easier manner than was the case be-
fore.

Hon. T. Walker: That is only a contract
by mutual consent.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It has
been suggested by the member for Kan-
owns (Hon. T. Walker) and the member
for Yilgarn (Mr. Hudson), that if we re-
peal Section 5 we might as well abolish
the Aect, and if we poass this amendment
we might as well repeal that section. A
petition for the restitution of conjugal
rights is seldom used excepl for the pur-
pose of obtaining money by one party from
the other.  The practical operation of
gsuch g decree in modern times is useless.
In this State it can only be enforced by
an attachment. An attachment in a case
of this kind would be a barbarous remedy.

Hon. T. Walker: It wae abolished by the

New South Wales Act of 1899,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is
the same as our present Act. It does not
prevent me from saying that our present
Act should not be repealed.

Hon, T. Walker: I think it does.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It has
been pointed out that there were 500 cases
of divorce in Sydney. I do not gay that
is due to the existing section of the Act
nf New South Wales, but [ do say that
a large proportion of the cases must be
due to the operations of that Act.

Hon, T. Walker; Statisties will prove
that it is not so.

The ATTORNEY GENBRAL: I will pit
my knowledge of the world against that
of the hon. member.

Mr. Hodson: The number of cases has
increased in England by thousands.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tt does
not appear to me that it is mueh use discus-
ging the wmatter further. Hen. members
are human beings and know without any
words from me how the section of the Act
passed last session has operated. I trust
the second reading of the Bill will be car-
ried.

Question put and passed..

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Attorney
General in charge of the Bill
Clause 1—agreed to.
Clause 2—Amendment of Section 5 of
Aet No. 33 of 1919:
Mr. HUDSON: I move an amendment-—
That in line 3 of the proviso the word

‘‘five’’ be streck out with a view to the -

ingertion of ‘‘three.”’

If this amendment is earried, I propose to
move the insertion of ‘‘three,’’ which
would make the proviso read ‘‘no such de-
eree nisi for the dissolution of a marriage
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shall be made unlese the desertion shall
have continued for three years.’’ Then
cur law will be uniform in this respect with
tbe law of New South Wales and Victoria.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I realise
that the Committee is against a period of
five years. But if we are going to fix the
period of three years suggested, that period
should commence from the date of failure
to obey a decree for restitution of coujugal
rights. In England a divorce can be ob-
1ained imtmediately for disobedisnce coupled
with adultery. Our object here should be
to fix a pericd which would prevent collu-
sion and would give the parties a chance to
somg togethur again, I would be prepared
to accept an amendment that all the words
after ‘“for’’ in line 3 be atruck out, and
that ‘‘at least three years from failure to
somply with a decree for restitution of
conjugal rights’’ be inserted in lieu.

Mr. HUDSON: The suggested amendment
woulidl be worae than the present position.
The Attorney General apparently bas over-
looked the fact that this clauss seeks to
amend Section 5 of the Act of 1919. A
decree can now be given only in the ecase
of desertion for five years. If the period of
three years is adopted, I propose to move
o eorresponding amendment fo the Aect of
1918, thus making the period three years
throughout. The Attorney General will be
ecmplicating the position by attempting to
insert the words he has suggested.

Amendment put and passed; the word
“ifive’’ struck out.

Me. HUDSON: I move a further amend-
mont—

That the word ‘‘three’’ be inserted in
lieu,

Further amendment put and passed;
word “‘three’’ ingerted.

The CHAYRMAN : There is a consequential
amendment in the last line of the proviso,
where ‘“five’? will be struek ont and ‘‘three®’
ingerted in lieu.

Mr. HUDSON: T move a further amend-
ment—

That the following be added to the
clanse:—‘‘Provided further that this see-
tion shall not apply to proceedings pend-
ing in the Supreme Court on a petition
filed before the commencement of this
Act, whieh shall be beard and determined
as if this section had not been passed.’’

The object of this further provise is to
avoid prejudicing cases where a petition
has already been lodged aud proceedings
have been commenced and expenses in-
curred, and generally to preserve the rights
of those who have acted bona fide within
the Statute which we are now seeking to
amend,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Of course
Y cannot deny that in a Bill which may deal
with proceedings that are pending, it ia not
unusual to reserve rights in this way. But
it seems to me that we shall rather stultify
ourselves if we do that in this particular

the
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case. It is not.alwaya done, and there is
good ground for not doing it here. I know
the hon. member will not agree with me as
to that.
into operation for some time.  If we pass
the Bill to-day, then between now and the
commencement of the Act there may be a
rugsh of proceedings,
Hou. T. Walker: Not at all!

munity are better than you think,

Mr. Hudson: Do you think members
would go home and start a row with their
wives because of this measure? .

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I eppose
the amendment. In any event, if members
desire to pass it, a definite date should be
fixed, say the 5th December.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—

The com-

Ayes .. .. .. .. 17
Noes .. .. 11
Majority for 6
AYES.

Mr. Brown Mr. Money

Mr, Chesson Mr. Nalrn

Mr. Collier Mr. Pickeriog

Mr. Grifiiths Mr. Plikiogton

Mr. Hudson Mr. Smith

Mr. Johnston Mr. Teesdale

Mr, Joued My, Walker

Mr. Lambert Mr. O'Loghlen

Mr. Lutey {Teller.)

NOES,

Mr. Angwin Mr. Scaddan

Mr, Broun Mr. Troy

Mr. Draper Mr. Wllicock

bMr., Hilckmott Mr. Willmott

Mr. Maley Mr. Hardwick

Mr. Mitchell {Pellar.)

Amendment thus passed;

the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

New clause:
Mr. HUDSON: T move—

That the following be added to stand
as Clause 3:-—“Section 2 of the Divorce
Acet Amendment Act, 1912, is amended by
striking out the word ‘five’ in line 14 of
substituted Seetion 23 of the prineipal Aet,
and inserting the word ‘three’ in lieu
thereof, "’

There are some eross references in  the
drafting of this clange, but the effect is
simply to strike out from the grounds of
divoree given in the Aect of 1912 that of
desertion for five yecars, and substituting
deacertion for three years, which will be in
consonance with the amendment that has
juat been made.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I object
tn the new clanse. There i3 not mmch an-
alogy hetween the elavse we have just passed
and the amendment. The clanse we have
just agreed to, dealt with special cases aris-
ing out of wnon-compliance with an order

However, this Bill may not come-

[ASSEMBLY.)

for the rostitution of conjugal rights, an
order which it was found impossible to en-
foree through an antiquated precedure and
one for which the Legislature in England
and  clsewhere endeavoured to swpply a
remedy. There is a difference between a re-
fusal to comply with an order for the resti-
tution of conjugal rights and simple deser-
tion. T cannot seec how the two come into
the same category,

Hon. W. C, Angwin: There is a differ-
enec; one is not disobeying an order of the
eourt.

Mr. Mudson: Where did you get five years
from?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I inserted
the five ycars previously. 1t has been altered
by the House. I think a five years’ deser-
tion standing by itself is sufficient ground
for divorce. I consider that it should not
be made shorter.

New clanse put and passed,
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments and the
report adopted.

BILL—LAXD TAX AND INCOME TAX.
Second Reading.
Debate vesumed from the 30th November.

Hon, P. COLLIER (Boulder} {9.20]: |
am not particularly desirous of availing my-
self of the opportunity afforded hy this Bill
of traversing the whole fiield of finance, for
the reason T do not think any good purpose
would be served by so doing. Members of
this Houwse are conversant with the finaneial
position of the State, and they are more
or less interested, It appears to me that the
people of the country, the actual taxpayers,
seem to have abandoned all hope, or, iu
other words, they have eeased to take any
interest in the financial position of the State,
The introduction of a taxation measure is
nevertheless a matter of utmost importance.
Terhaps it would not be amiss if we were
to hesitate for a moment and consider
where we are going.  The Premier, although
he announced when introdueing his finaneial
ptatement earlier in the session that, in his
opinion, it would not be necessary to impose
additional taxation during the financial year,
has, by the introduction of this measure,
indieated to members that he has not heen
able to maintain that attitude, Doubtless it
will be claimed that the altered attitude has
been due to the increased expenditure in
wages in Government departments, purticu-
Incly in the railway serviee, which cduld not
be foreseen at the time of the intreduction
ef the Budget. It ennnot be denied, how-
ever, that the proposed increase in the taxa-
tion Bill now before the House, will mean
that the taxpayers of WWestern Australia
will earry a counsiderable burden which they
ean il afford to do at the present juneture,
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T would be justified in saying that the Oppo-
sition shounld not grant this Covernment any
whlitionn) taxation, to ynote a term so fre-
quently  applied when the Labour Govern-
ment were in office, to squander, [t is worse
than useless, it is harmful and unjust to the
taxpayers of the eountry, for the House to
keep on, year after year, voting the Gov-
ernment additional sums by way of taxn-
tion when thers is no evidenec whatever on
the part of the administration of any
attempt to effect economies in any direction.
So leng as Parliament i3 satisfied to vote
whatever  increased  taxation s thought
necessary by the Government, no attempt
wijl he made to economise or reduce expendi-
ture where that shonld be done. The Pre-
mier will no doubt elaim that the position
is not duve to extravagance on the part of
the Government or to the need for economy,
hut it is nevertheless a faet that our ex-
penditure has been inercasing by enormous
sums year by year., The Government have
been obtaining enormous sums by way of in-
ercased taxation, amd yect the net result is
that the Sintc seems to be drifting on to
the fnancial rocka. Tt is interesting to note
that the party sitting on the Government
aide-~not alenc the Government of to-day—
have increased the burden on  the people
of the State by way of increased direct tox-
ation from £320,000 in 1916 to £682,000 last
year, an increase of £360,000 in four years.
This in all due to Bills for legislation in-
ereasing vartous  forms of  Jdireet taxation.
The Il tax hag not Deen inercased, but on
the contrary reduced: by something like
£1,100 less than was received in 1915-16. On
the other hand, the income tax has risen
during the same period from £91,000 to
£271,000, That is an enormous increasc in
this particular form of taxation, and it is
the particular form which, among others,
hias been sclected for additional imposts
under the Bill. For the same period, the
amount af ividend duty colleeted has in-
ereased from £103,000 to £144000, the totali-
aator tax from £12,000 to £45000, and the
stamp duties from £64,000 to £173,000, mnk-
ing, as T have already quoted, an amount
of £682,000 eollected as againat £320,000 in
1916,

Mr. Pilkington: That inerease
due to legislation, surely?
ta other causes as well

Hon. . (OLLIER: A jperceutage of it
would include increased tvle and 80 on,
and one could hardly get exact figures which
would enable us to juwdge the proportion duc
to legislation and to other eauses as sug-
gested by the hon. member,  One would be
safe in sayving, however, hy far the greater
sum is due to inereased taxation, particu-
larly  under the heading of atamp  duties.
That tax was increased very considerably
two years avo, The totalisator tax was in-
crensed, aml a0 was the income tax. The
incidence of the last mentioned tax
was inereased and T helieve the aungmented

is not ah
Tt must bhe due
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amount received last year was due largely
to the effect of the amending Bill which
went through this Chamber two years ago.
Howcever, that is the position. One “would not
mind if the resnlt of this increased iaxation
wore reflected in the financial position. But,
notwithstanding this additienal amount, we
find that during the same period the accumu-

‘Inted deficit has inerensed from £1,360,000 to

£4,674,000 or an average increase over the
four years of £681,000, It is an alarming
incrense. Surely the fact that this State,
with its comparatively small population, is
now almost within sight of an aecumulated
deficit of five million pounds, ought to make
us pause, ought to lead ws to ask “‘Whither
are we drifting?’’ Surely we must all re-
cognise that we cannot indefinitely continve
to go on in this fashion. [f this amending
taxation Bill would serve to reduce the deficit
prohably the House and the pcople would
gecept it with a reasenably good grace. But
judging by the past fowr vears and by the
outlook all the indications are that ne mat
ter how much we may grant additional taxa-
tion the deficit will remain in or ahout the
figures it has now reached. From the result
of the five months expired of the present
finaneial year, there is no sign that we are
going to be in any better position in  June
next: heeause for the five months that have
expired we have a defieit of £587,000 to sct
against the estimated defieit made by the
Mremier in his Dudget Speech of £399,000.
We are to-day £187,000 to the bad, in execess
of the som estimated for the year by  the
Promier carlier in the season.  Where are
we going?

Mr. 8mith: We are going to have a sur-
plus next month,

Hon. T. COLLIER: T lepe so, but T am
not  very optimistic about it. Last vear,
speaking on the Budget, after quoting from
fignres T said it wonld be necessary for the
Government to bring in every year legista-
tion whieh would return them about £100,000
over and above that which was reecived in
the previous year, it we were to even keep
the deficit at its vearly level. That is to say,
if we were not to go further to leward it
would be necessary to eolleet £100,000 per
annum in additional taxation. That predie-
tiou is horne out by the position to-day. And
on top of this the Premicr proposes to in-
crease the income tax by 15 per cent. T do
not know that in somc respeets perhaps it
would not be warranted, having regard to
the aeed for money. But T am sorry the
Premier has not brought down also a Bill to
amend the Assessment Act; beceause it onght
to he reeognised that, largely by reason of
the amending Bill of two yeara ago, a big
section of the commumity who are not in a
position to pay taxation are called upon to
pay hecanse of the rednetion in the exemp-
tion. Whilat the number of persons who
last year paid taxation under the Land Taxa-
tion Act was only 19,000, as against 26,000
in 1916, or a vednetion of about 7,000, the
number of persens who paid income tax last



2110

year way 31,000 as against 14,998 in 1916,
in other words, the number of persons pay-
ing income tax to-day is more than double
the number that paid in 1916, And that
number hits been doubled because that large
section, the wape earning community, has  heen
brought within the purview of income taxa.
tion by the lowering of the exemption. The
numher of persons who, paying income tax
last year, were in receipt of a salary of un-
der £200 per annum was 12,369, and the nam-
ber who, paying income tax were in receipt
of salaries under £300 per annum was 10,000,
making in all 22,000 perzons paying income
tax although in receipt of salaries of less
than £300 per anuum. And those persons
puid a total sum of £43,167. Tt means that
lnst year we extracted £43,000 from that see.
tion of the community which, according to
“the finding of the Basic Wage Commission,
are to-day compelled to live on less than a
living wage. T ask the Premier if we are
justified in doing that? Tt is bad enough to
he taxing these in reccipt of ineomes between
£200 and £300; bhut we have come down to
colleeting £18 000 in the year from persons
in receipt of less than £200 per annum, loss
than £4 per week, a wage which has been de-
¢lared, not only by the Basic Wage Commis-
sion but by our own Arhitration Court, and
by every body or tribungt which has ex-
pressed an opinion on the subjcet, to be lrss
than a living wage. From those actually on
the bread line the State rxtraets £18,000 per
annum in taxation,

Mr, Smith: Hoew many people contri-
buted it?
Hon. P. COLLIER: It was paid by

12,000 people, an average of 30a. It may
not seem much, but 30s. is a lot to a man
whose wage is not sufficient to allow him
to live.

Mr. Pilkington: A great many of those
people wonld he single men  and  single
women.

The Premier: And their carnings will he
immenscly advanced now,

Hon, P, COLLIER: And their income tax
will be advanced correspondingly. That
is the point. Before the amending Act of
two ycars age the exemption was fixed at
£200. That was a total excmption. T¢
meant that, no matter what the income, the
firat £200 was excmpt from taxation; but
wnder the existing Act, as amended by the
Government, that exemption hag been
lowered to £156 in the case of married per-
sons. And with this difference, that there
is not a total exemption of that amount.
Tf the ineome should be £160, then instead
of tax being paid on £4, the amount above
the cxemption, the exemption disappears,
and the tax is paid on £160. That iy the
d’fference. The cxemption was fixed at
£200 or, under last year’s Ael, £156 on the
prineiple that no person should be taxed
on any amount which provides only a living
wage, It was considered at the time that
€156 constituted a living wage, and there-
fore the exemption was fixed at that figure.
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Dut sinee thal time wages have econsider-
ably increased. 'The man then  reeciving
£136 is probably receiving £225 or aven
£250 to-day, but actually he is no hetter oft
under the £225 than he was with £156 three
years go; and, although that £200 will pur-
chase for him no more than did his £156
formerly, he is ealled upon fo pay taxation
whirlh he was not called upon to pay then,
8o if we are to wilopt the prineiple of uvx-
vmpting the living wage, as the wage in-
creases year by year beeause of the  in-
creased cost of living, so should the exemp-
tion iucrease preportionately. That is the
position as it affeets the workers to-day.
Although, of e¢ourse, it is not easy te con-
template a proposal te remit any of the
forms of taxation whilst the financial needs
of the Treasury are so great, nevertheless
no matter how stringent our finauees and
great our needs, we should exempt from
taxation nll those in receipt of an amount
Icss than a living wage. T find that those
in reccipt of salaries and wages averaged
a lower annual ineome than any other elnas
in the community. The Taxation Dopart.
ment elassify  taxpayers on  oceupational
lines. There are buoilders and contractors,
butehers and  bakers, chemists, dairymen,
doctors and dentists, engincers, surveyors,
cte., farmers and orchardists, frniterery,
cte., grocers and storckeepers, hotelkeepers,
lawyers, life assuranee companies, mer-
chants and manufaeturers, mine owners and
tributers, pastoralista and graziers, pearlers,
restaurant and lodging housekeepers, salary
and wage earncrs, tailors and drapers, tobac-
conists, stationers, ete,, and miscellancous.
OFf all that group the persons wha have the
lowest annual income are thos: elassifted
under the heading of salary and wapge earn-
crs. Even the wmare or less uncertain froiterer
fares bhetter.

My, Brown: What about the lawyer?

Hon, P, COLLIER: He is well wp in the
returns,

M, Latey: What about architeets?

Hen, P, COLLTER: They nre not speci-
fied.

Mo, Pickering: They o
thing.

Mon. P. COLLIER: The average charge-
able amount of this class was £221, and those
who stand at the top of the list are the paas-
toralists and graziers with an average nonnual
income of £1,500, I am sorry that T did not
1ake up this enlling earlier in life.

The Premier: It is not ton late now,

Mr. Brown: What about Euncla?

Hon, P. COLLIER: 1 saw the wisdom of
it and made an attempt, but, unfortunately,
I wus not successful. Tn bare justice the
exemption should apply to that section who
are in receipt of ingufficient wages or
snlavies, There were 64 persons who paid
on £5,000 a yenr or over, and the total in-
vomes of the 64 amounted to £628,000, an
average of £10,000 each,

Mr. Brown: Nice wages.

not

gel any-
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CHon, P COLLIER: [t is certainly a Tiving
wipe, amd 1 odo et think they will Le wor-
ricd a8 to whether the Federal Government
wlopt the recommendations  of  the Basie
Wage Commission.

Mr. Smith:  IHow mueh did the PFederal
Government take from them!

Ilon. P. COLLIER: 1 suppose the Federal
Government took o vonsiderable sum.  The
Stale took on the average £932 from ‘ench,
but if 1 had £10,000 a year, | could spare
E832 by way of a patriotic contribution te
the revenue of the country.

Mr. 8mith: You woull he like all the reat.

Hon, T, COLLIKR:  No doubt human
witure is the same the world over, We pay
taxation neither  willingly ner with good
grace, no matter how small or great the
amount may be.  The 15 per cent. increase
proposed by the Premier will hit seme of
these peeple fairly hard.  lustead of paying
a minimum of 28, Gd. in the pornd which
they reached at £4,766 nnd then a flat rate
of half & erown, they will now have to pay
U to 48, in the ponnd ou £7,766 and there-
after a flat rate of 4s

Mr. Johnaton: Plus 15 per cent.

Mr. Bmith: In England the tavation is
muek heavier.

Hon, P. COLLIKR: Yes, [ do not know
whether the taxation in England has been
reduced sines the war, but during the war it
was as high as 13s. ju the pound, Daring
the war we in Australia (1id wot shoulder our
hurdens by way of taxation in the manuer
that other countries have done, particularly
Great Britain, Tn (reat Britain the war
. tlebt has been reduced by no less than £200,-
000,000 levied from the people by way of
taxation, in addition to reveuue sufficient to
meet the annual vegniremeats of the country,
RBefore the war was over England sct about
reducing the war debt by taxing those people
who could afford fo pay. In Australin we
have pursued a directly epposite course. We
have horrowed all we ecould and refrained
from levying taxation on the people who
ecould afford to pay it, and have passed the
whole of the lhurden on to posterity. With
the war debt whieh has been aceumulated,
posterity will have nothing for which {o
thank those who were responsible for the
conduet of affairs during the war period and
in the succeeding years, It is not too much
te gay that extravagant cxpenditure is ram-
pant in the Commonwealth serviec and in all
our States.

The Premier: Do you mean to say that we
ure paying too mueh in aalaries and wages?

Hon, P, COLLIER: No

The Premier: That is where the money
oo,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tt is strange that im-
mediately the party on the other side of the
Honse cnme into office four years ago, the
expenditure commeneced to leap up, and it
has kept on ineressing aver sinee, notwith-
standing that the claim of the party in office
was that they would effeet economice ani
check  the extravagant administration of
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the lLabour purty. Every day the charge
huavlell against us was that we had provel
our unfitness to control the affairs of the
country; that we had mis-handled the finan-
cial affairs, that we had heen extravagant,
Thoe leader of the Government party in 191G
held up the labour party’s deficit of
£1,360,000 to the gaze and scorn of the pub-
lie, It was placarded on every hoarding
from one end of the country ta the other.
It was featured in leaded type in all the
newspapers of the State and even beyond
the confines of the State.  Wherever ong
went in any of the other States, he found
in the newspupuers references to the results
of Lahour administeation in Western Auva-
tralia,

Me. Troy: The State wits hetler 'ldvurtised
then than ever it has been.

Hen, P, COLLTER: Recause of our gouu-
a-million defieit. What a puny effort at
building up a deficit was ours in comparison
with our successors in office!

The Premier: Yon provided for the future.

Bon. P, COLLAIER: Tf the deficit of
£1,360,000 was sufficient, excuse to advertise
the State nll over Australia, what kind of an
advertisement ought we to be receiving to-day
with a defirit approaching £5,000,000%

Mr. Pickering: Yet the leading paper has
cut out that featnre!

Hon, P. (OLLIER: At one time the
monthly returns oceupied two columns in the
“'\West Australian.'’ Shortly after we went
ont of office the space allotted was reduced
to one eolumn, nad last month’s ' returns
were merely the subject of o paragraph.

Alr. Tutey: The roturns are published in
to-day ‘s pupet,

Houn, 1" COLLIER: Yes, but they are not
featured as they used to be. In the conrse
of the next few months I shall expect to sec
them dismissed in one line,

The Premier: I hope so.

Mr, Grifiiths; Just a heading.

Mr. Troy: Still going strong

Hon. P. COLLIER: How was our adinin
istration featured in special and leading ar-
ticlen?

The Premier: [ think yon descrve one now.

Oon. . COLLIER: One could stake his
existence that om the second of the month
there wonld be a leading artisle referring to
the incompeteney of the Labour Government,
aml every little sabsidiary organ from -ne
end of the State te the other used to take
up the ery. )

Mr. Troy: And cvery Jittle gubsidiary poli-
tictan.

Hon, P, COLLIER: [n these days there
in a leading article on the ﬁnances about once
every three months, and then it is very mild. We
are told in the leading article that the position
is growing worse, and that the Government
ought really to do something, but that there
are features which may be regarded as satis-
factory, and provided something happens and
thnt some proposal on hand turns ont all
right, there will be no need te worry, but
that all witl come right in good time. This
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kind of thing seems to have lulled the people
into a sense of indifferenee or satisfaction,
and no ane now appears to worry whether our
deficit s on the five million or {ifty million
mark,

Mr. Pickering:
inte the other.

Hon. P, COLLIER: As one of the [I're-
mier '8 colleagues told us, it is ju the pockets
of the people. Tf that was so when the defieit
wag but a million, the people to-day must be
wonderfully rich with five millions in their
pockets!

Mr. Smith:
vxtra taxation?

Hon, P. COLLIER: On the same lina of
argument, if we heap extra taxation on them,
it will go into their pockets again. The mem-
ber for Kast Perth suppested that the Govern-
ment might meet the sitaation hy issning
defirit bonds. That is the latest financial
proposal to meet the situation!  There ure
floating aroundl Europe certain kinds of paper
that are not comsidered to Be very valuable.
Tn Russin it is snid that a drayload of paper
money would be required to pay for 10a
worth of goods, and [ do not know that onr
deficit bonde would he any more valuahle.

Mr, Griffiths: As bad as the old green-
backs.

Hon. P, COLLIER: I would like to know
what the Premier intends to do about it.
Can he give any undertaking that if this ad-
ditional taxation iz granted the deficit at the
end of the year will be reduced? The annual
deficit has maintained a wonderful evenness.
It has ranged from £650,000 to £700,000 a
ycar, averaging abont £680,000.

Mr. Piekering: That iy business acumen.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Tt must have required
considerable financial skill not fo cxeeed or
fall short of that amount. Turing their first
year of oflice the Government had n deficit of
£700,000 and if they had set ont to maintain
it at that figure they could not have hean
more successful.  They must have devoted
rongiderable time and thonght to devising
ways and menans,

The Premier: You devised the means.

Hon. P. COILTER: We have bheen four
years ount of office and yet we are held re-
apongible for the whole thing. [f we are
here 20 years hence, we shall hear ecchoes
round the TTonse to the effeet that the finan-
einl position of the State is all dve to the
* gone-a-million Government. We are told that
our positien is due largely to the extravagant
barrowines of the Tabour Goverument.

Mr, Troy: And the State trading concerns,

Hon, P, COLLTER: We piled up the figures
of exvenditure, we are told, and horrawed
money. and as n reanlt the Government have
to find the interest and sinking fund on the
total amaemnt, Just as the Government have
ecliprerl our record in the matter of annnal
lefieity, a0 have they eelinsed it, or are about
to do so, in the matter of annual borrowings,

The Prewier: You werg eonsiatent. Yon
borrowed all the time.

It goes out of one pocket

Why should they ohject to
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Hon, P. COLLIKR: Our preatest enort in
tho borrowing of muoney was glightly over
three million pounds in one year.

The Premier: You averaped that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: he Premier, by his
lioan Estimates. has reached £3,641,000, He
is marehing on with his horrowing just as h
s with his deficit. He has left us in the rowr.
As borrowers we are insignifieant in compari-
son with him. As deficit builders we arc salso
ingignificant, and as people who imposed ad-
ditional taxation we are not in it with him.
During the five years we were in office, when
we accumulated a defieit, we were not given
any increased revenue by way of taxation.

The Premier: You asked for if.

Hon, V. COLLIER: 'True, and we were
entitled to have it, but another place, the
House of review, in its wisdom declined to
grant va any additional taxation. The chief
spokeaman against our taxation proposals
in another place was the Minister for
Edueation. He was quite prepared, he
anid, to grant any taxation that was nec-
casary to carry on the affairs of State, but
not for this extravagant Goverament to

squander,  What has Dbeen the result of
the administration of the Governnient of
which the Minister for Edueation is now

. member? Have they juostified the pro
mises they gave to the people, and are the
finances of the State in a  more  solvent
condition than they w-re when they came
into office?  If we squandered money and
brought the ship of State close to the rocks,
what are the Government doing now? What
are they deing with their money?

Mr. JTohnston:
of the past.

Hon, P. COLLIER:
they arc doing with it.

Mr. Smith: Paying off your legacies.

iIon. P. COLLTER : We have ouly to
leok through the Eatimates of Revenue and
Expenditure that have been presented cach
year since 1916 to find reasona for the
pasition we arve in  to-day. Money is
thrown away as if it were of no aecount,
and given here, there and everywhere.
One would imapgine that money was avail-
able to the State at a ridienlously low
price, and that we ought to avail ourselves
of the opportunity of securing it and con-
structing the necessary pnblie works, The
Premier proposes to borrow nearlv 3% mil-
lions of money at a time when the interest
will be 61% rer eent. T admit that seme
of the monev iy heing obtained at a lower
rate for soldicr scttlement.

Hon. W, (. Awngwin: That will he
same eventually.

Hen., P. COLLTER: (Governments that
will sureeed them will have mood ground
for saving that the burden that thev will
he called uyon to earry will be due to the
intereat thev will have to pay on money
horrowed by the rresent Government at a
high rate of interest, .

That dounda like an echn

One ean find what

the
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The Premier: You will not he able to
say that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Even #f | am not
tere. T am not unmindful of some unfor-
tunate Ministers who will he here. It is
all very well to live for a year or two in
this happy-go-lucky fashion.  The Govern-
ment are enrrying the State to the varge
of a precipice.

The FPremier: Wait and aéde.

Hon. [ COLLTER: We now have to levy
increased taxation on the people te cnable
v to pay interest and sinking fund on our
toon mouncy, as well as the ordinary serviceu
of the State. No money i3 left over for
any other purpose, If we have occasion
to ecrect a motor garnge, as | believe the
tovernment intend, it hag to huilt out of
loan funds. We have reached the stage
when every possible requirement of the
Btate, in the way.of works, no matter how
trivial, will have to be carried owt from
loan funds, becausc -the interest and sink-
ing fond on the payments for the scrvices
of the State cat vp the whole of our re-
venue, Ten or 12 years ago it was the
wettled poliey of the State to construet a
great proposition of these non-reproduc:
tive works out of revenue.

The Premier: That was in the good old
Aays.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That policy has
been abandoned. At one time all of our
roads and bridges and schools were ereet-
e out of revenue,

Mr. Smith: Did you not bury an aborig-
inal out of loan funds?

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Liberal Gov-
ernment buried a boundary rider on the rab-
bit-proof fence out of Ioan funds. The cost
was debited wp to agrieultural devolpment.

flon. W. U. Angwin: The motor garage
will be only a temporary , building.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The same thing applies
to ecxpenditure in all directions, We are
borrowing money at 6 per cent. and 6% per
cent. to expend on works which will never
he of n reproductive character. We 'will
be saddled with interest charges for all
time on these works. Long after they have
been eaten by white ants or broken down
by storms and have disappearcd, the in-
terest will go on.

The Premier: You will have mothing
left to say on the Loan Fstimates.

Hon. P, COLLIER: I can speak for hours
on the Loan WEstimates without eovering
any of the ground I am covering now. I
have only touwched upon one phase of the
administration of the Government,

The Premier: You are giving ideas to
your lientenant.

Hfon. P. COLLIER: HMe will have plenty
of materin).  Apparently this does not
matter. The House will not be justified in
giving the Premier the increased taxation
he is asking for. TUntil the Government
show the House and the country that they

are scriously alive to the situation; and are case.
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muking a determined effort to reduce our
vxpenditure and carry out the pledges they
gave to the people, they should not bo
allowed to impose further taxation. Thoy
should give some indication of their inton-
fion to square the finances and to exercise
cconomy and carry out the work of re-
ovganisation that they promised.

Mr, Piekering: We have not had mueh
evidence of it yet.

Hon. P, COLLIER: None whatever! If
thero has been any rcorgarnisation, it has
not produced any reselts on the finaneial
side. There has been nothing but increased
cxpenditure in all directions. Tt is no use
hiding our heads under the sand and saying
that ail will come right by-and-by if we in-
erease the volume of our production. Whilst
we are waiting for that to restore our
cquilibrium, the ship of State will be
wrecked. We have no proposal yet to meet
our five million deficit. The Premicr can-
not say with any degree of certainty

The Premier: You will see,

Hon, P. COLLIER: That evenr with this
additional taxation he will be able to re-
duce the deficit by any eonsiderable avavunt
this year.

The Premier: Yes T can,

Hen, I COLLIER: Optimism is a1 foud
thing but will net overeome onr didicultios
or meet the sitoation, I prefer ‘the
eharacteristic posscssed by the countrymen of
wmy hon. friend, the member for North Perth,
namely ecantion, which generally gives the
best results in the end. T disagrcs with the
proposal to place additiona! buardens npon
a section of the people who cannot hear
them. There are many people to-day who
arc already living below the bread live. It
iy proposed to add to the burdeuns of many
of these 2 15 per cent. additional tix.

Tho Premier: We shall not tauen auy of
ttat lot

Hou. P. COLLIER: Tt will affect anyopre
whose ipcome exceeds €252 a wvear, which
ig £5 a week, Svch a man ig 183 a week
Lelew thic hasie wage reconun-~oded as the
living wage by the Commission. The Pre-
misr proposes to place a 15 per canl, addi-
tionpl lax upor men who ace to-dry, as
nmarried men, receiving lery thar the living
wage,

The Yremier: T do net.

Hon. P. COLLIFR: This is not a party
question,

The Premier: Is it not?

Hon. P. COLLIER: I hope the House will
take a serious view of onr finances, and
insist upon Ministers applying themselves
to their departments with z view to effect-
ing the much needed economy.

The Premier: Wipe ou! the
Court.

Arbitration

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) {10.14]: 7 had hoped that the usual
practice would have been followed in this
The TPremicr has pnt forward new
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tuxation proposals. The leader of the
Uppusition has expressed his views, upon
tidm, and I should have thought the leador
ot the primary producers’ party would have
taken up the running,

~The Premier: You did not give him the
clanee,

"Hon, W. (. ANGWIN : T only rose to
speak after the Speaker had risen to put
thé meotion. The general practice is for the
Speaker, when he rises to pmt the questien,
td put it without any delay, The Premier’s
Budget  speech,  which  was  browleastid
throunghout the Btate, was fnll of ortimism,
and declared that Western Mustraha wps in
a splendid financial position, and tiat the
time was not far distant when all the leficita
which had acerued during the presimiing foer
or five years woull be entirely wiped ont,
thanks to inereased produetion swd Vierensed
business. The Premicer’s Budget spesch also
stated that there would no farther tacibion
thin ycar.

The Premier: But ) qualified that.

Hon, W. €, ANGWIN: The Promier nali-
fied it because of the prospective increase i
the railwaymen’s wagoes.

The Premier: 'There were other increnses.

Hon, W. (. ANGWIN: The publiv servants
had heen practienlly fixed up prior to that
time.  The inercase in railway rates made
ginve then las amonnted to more than the
increase in wages granted to the railway men.,
Tuereased taxation wag put on throush the
riilways, -

Mr. Pickering: You call that taxation?

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: Tf the hon. mem-
ber interjecting had allowed me the necessary
time, 1 wonld have sail that T do not «ontend
the Premier was wrong in imposing mereased
railway rates. In doing so he was merely
nsking those who obtained direct benafit fro.n
the railway service to pay the ineraasel rates.
That, indeed, applicd to every member of the
community.

Mr. Piekering:
direetly.

‘Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: The producer
werely got his share, and he passed that on
tod the evonsumer. The inland produeer paid
increngedl vailway rates only on a machine
here” and there, or now and then a suit of
clothes.  Generally speaking the producer, if
e is a good farmer, is able to provide his
frod requirements from his own holdine, ani
thus is not afferted by inercased railway rates
in that resnect. [u his Budget sneoch the
Premier cxvpressed himuelf very definitely in
regard to increased revenne. Te snid he
wanted members to underatand that he did
not wish to impose any additional taxation
for the time being, thongh of ecourse he did
not know what might happen in the eonrse
Jf a'few montha. From this it anpcars that
the Premier anticipated the deficit would he
reduced during the current year.

The Premier: So it .will be.

Hon. W. C. ANGWTN: The State has ex-
perienced a lorge inevease in Dbusiness activi-

It applied to the produser
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ties. and our exports huve inereased consider-
ubly. Of course shipping had not been avail-
able for some time, and when it did become
available our exports, quite naturally, in-
creased te a considerable extent, The Pre-
mier at that time thought that increased
trading activities would enable him to reduce
his deficit.  But now he find five moenths of
the financial year gone with a considerable
increase, instead of a reduction, in the defivit,

The Premicr: Not an increase over last
vear's deficit.

Ton. W, (", ANGWIN: In view of the in-
crease in the defieit, the Premier is anxious
to be able to show the people next yeur—if he
is here then, aa T hope he will be, though not
an Premier—that ot all events some of the
prophecies malde in his Budget speech have
been to some extent verified.  However, in
that Budget speceh the hon. gentleman stated
that he believed in getting increased reveoue
from increased production and  inereased
trade on every haml. Jle declared that the
eountry could not be taxed inte prosperity.

The Premier: Neither it ean.

YHon, W, C, ANGWTIXN: The P'remier stated
his helief that prosperity woull come from
the agricultural, pastoral, timber, and mining
indnstries. Jlowever, the IPremier has hronpht
down additional taxation. Ts that far the
purpose of increasing the prosperity of the
people?  Will that coable the people to be-
come more prosperous?

The Premier: T am afraid it will not make
them more prosperous.

Ilon. W. . ANGWIN: T hope hon. mem-
hers will relieve the Premicr of that fear by
not. granting him additional taxation. |
would not Jike the Premier to lose any slecy
because of hiy fear that the State may be
retarded in ils prosperity through the im-
position of additional taxation.  Aeccording
to the Premier’s belief, the only means of
achieving prosperity iz to rofrain from in-
erensing taxntion. 1 agree with the leader of
the Opposition that the Premier ought to have
hronght down a Bill to amend the Land Tax
andd | Tneome Tax Assesament Act. The in-
ercased amount paid by way of income tax-
ation is due not to the prosperity of the peo-
ple, but to their poverty, to their difficulties.
While it is true that wages have increased,
it is also true that the cost of living has
inercased in much greater proportion than
wages. The recent increases in wages have
hrought about an inerease in taxation pay-
ments,  The person who has been living on
a1 bare subsistence wage, a wage not sufficient
to enalile him to live in comfort, has had &
further amount taken from that wage by
way of payment to the Treasury.

The Premier: Incomes have
throughout the State,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That is what T was
pointing ont. But £200 to-day is worth no
more than £100 was worth two or three years
ngo; and yet the person whose anuual in-
eome now ig £200 has to pay taxation an it,
whereas formerly he was altogether exempt.
Tn respeet of that cxemption, let me point

increasad
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out, he was in a position exactly similar to
that of every other taxpayer in the State.
At that time every taxpayer waa allowed,
shall I say, bread and butter.

The Premier: [ always supported the £200
exemption,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: That being so, let
the Premier bring down a Bill to amend the
assessment Act, and we will assist him to
carry it.

The Premier: I could not do that,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Even at this late
stage of the session we will assist him to
pass & Bill which will grant something that
is of vital importance to the recipients of low
wages in this State, and also to their fami-
lies, There is another matter in respect of
which the Premier promised me, in answer to
n question, that he would amend the Act.

The Premier: What was thaty

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: An amendment to
relicve widows from paying income tax on
mjlitary pensions,

The Premier: Yes, I did promige that.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: A widow, even a
widow with a family who receives a pension
in respect of the loss of her husband at the
Front, has to pay income tax on that pen-
sion.

The Premier: Yes, the exemption was
promised in such enses. T told the depart-
ment about it.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: T do not wish to
delay the House, but there is one thing whieh
the leader of the Opposition overlooked. He
gtated quite clearly that when there was in
1916 a deficit of £1,360,000 that fact was
broadensted throughout the State. Now we
have a deficit of £4,600,000, but very little
indeed is said about that faet. Aeccording to
reports published in Western Australia to-
day, everything is all right, and things will
go on smoothly so long as the present Gov-
ernment are kept in office. The one thing of
which the leader of the Opposition forgot to
remind the Premier was that the present Clov-
ernment had kept a certain promise—the only
promise that the present Government have
kept during all the time they have beer in
office.

The Premier:
my life.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The present Gov-
ernment promised the public that in the event
of their being returned to office the time was
not far distant when they would wipe the
deficit out altogether.

The Premier: Who promised that? I cer-
tainly did not.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That was promised
by some Ministers when seeking re-clection,
They said that the deficit would soon be s
thing of the past, and that all that was
needed for this to be achieved was a change
of Government. They declared that no fur-
ther taxation was neeessary, and that it was
only the Labour party who wanted to imposc
inereased tavation. They said, ‘‘Put 13 in
office, and there will be no inereased taxa-
tion.”” In 1905 the same sort of story was

I never broke a promise in
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told ns regards the land tax, which was de-
elared to be uunecessary. Within 12 months,
however, those who made the promise had
placed a Liand and Ineome Tax Aet en the
statute-book, Similarly, within 12 months of
taking office the party who promised to wipe
out the deficit passed un Act of Parliament
to fund the deficit—and hy that mecans wiped
it out of existence. Tha promise to wipe out
the deficit, I repeat, is the only promisec made
by the Sovernment to tha electurs that has
been fulfilled. I would not object so much
to increased taxation if the Government counld
show that they were doing something with it;
but I will guarantee that there is not to be
found throughout the length and breadth of
Western Australis any work of magnitude
that has been constructed by the present Gov-
ernment out of revenme. They have not
arected for themselves one such monument.
¥r, Money: Are not you a bit previous?
Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I forgot Bunbury
harbour,
Hon, P, Collier: And we atarted that.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes I will deal
with that matter later. But the Government
cannot point to anything in this State that
they have created out of the increased revenune
they have obtained. Perhaps the Premier will
point to soldier settlement and claim that that
iy a splendid thing which the present Gov-
crnment have done. Perhaps it is a good
thing, though some people feel a good deal
of doubt mbout that,
The Premier: What about Yorkrakinef
Hon, W, C., ANGWIN: That was years
ago. I did that.
The Premier:
partners in that.
Mr. ITarrison: You should have given
them railway facilities at the same time,
Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: Like the majority
of the promises of the party which the mem-
ber for Avon (Mr. Harrigon) is supporting,
promises regarding that railway were broken
and the line wag taken 30 mileg away from
the settlers, There is no work which can ke
quoted that the Government have earried in-
to effect. The Premier might refer to soldier
settlement but that has been built up on the
‘“flimsies '’ of the Commonwealth. If we do
not watch ourselves, the ‘‘flimsies’’ or paper
money of the Commonwealth, will reach the
same posilion as the frane notes in France
or the mark notes in Germany. Money has
been expended, not for the purposes of set-
tling soldiers, as the primary objeet, but for
buying out individual farmers throughout
the State. Taxation has had to be increased
to cover the cost of that scheme, and there is
a danger that the State will be confronted
with a laoss in that direction, Personally I
hope that a loss will not be experienced.
My, Harrison: The returned soldiers who
bought farms have rattling good propositions.
Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: There are soma
who hold opinions different from that. I
heard one gentleman much older than the
hon. member and with a longer experience
of farming, state that the returned soldiers

You are wrong. We were
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nnder the land settlement scheme in Western
Augtralia had a halter around their necks,
and that it would be impossible for them to
pay the high rate of interest and the high
cost of the land.

Mr. Troy: If that is his opinion, he has
& very poor opinion of this country.

Mr. Harrison: The land that was bought
for soldier settlers in many cases, was sold
for less than the cost of the improvements,

Mr. Troy: That is so.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I trust that be-
fore this Bill goes through, the Government
will endeavonr te bring {down the Assess-
ment Bill in order that we may have an
opportunity of imposing taxation in this
State under fair conditions. The land tax
gshould be increased—I do not say the in-
ercase should be a large one—but it ahould
be inerensed as the income tax is being in-
vreased

Mr. Harrison: This Bill provides for that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No persons shonld
be relieved of the necessity to pay both
taxes. TIf I live in a house which, after
struggling for years, I have been able to
erect T have no right to pay a tax for the
land on which thnt house is built, if in other
circomatanees I let that house, and the in-
come derived from that house should be
greater, the land should not be exempt from
taxation. All the landlords of Perth are
exempt from one tax, and pay whichever may
be the higher, yet the working man who has
struggled hard to build his house has to
pay land tax and ineome tax as well. Is
tiat a fair condition to apply?

Mr, Money: They do not seem anxious to
gv on building honses.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Becanse bnilding
rosts are fairly high at the present time,
A man who speculates in building houses
uand lets them to tenants, should be placed
in exaetly the same position as the man who
puts hiz mouney inte any one of the indus-
tries or manufacturing businesses in the
State. He should be made to pay both
taxes. The presont system is wrong, Why
shonld one section escape the liability and
another have to face the donble taxation?
Owing to increased prices, incomea have
inercased a little, with the result that the
income tax rececipts have been higher and
in somo cases people have paid income tax
and not land tax, When the Assessment
Bill is before the House, the taxation shonld
he pnt,on a fairer basis, for everyone should
he on the same basis regarding double tax-
ation.

Mr. Johnston: T
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:—
Aves
Noes

move—

[

[ -4~

Majority against

[ASSEMBLY.]

AYRS,

Mr. Angwin Mr. Lambert

Mr. Chesson Mr, Lutey

Mr. Colller Mr, Troy

Mr. Harrison Mr. Willcock

Mr. Johaston Mr. O'Loghlen

Mr. Jones (Teller.)
NoOES,

Mr. Broun Mr. Money

Mr. Brown Mr, Nalrn

Mr. Draper Mr. Pickering

Mr. Qrifiitbs Mr. Scaddan

Mr. Hickmott Mr. Teesdale

Mr. Hudson Mr. Willmott

Mr. Maley Mr. Hardwick

Mr, Mitchell (Teller.)

Motion thus negatived.

Mr. JOHNSTON (Williams-Narrogin}

[10.40]: I regret we have to deal with a
taxation measure at this late hour after a
strennous week. The matter is of con-
siderable importance, as measures of in-
creased taxation always are. Less than
thrce months age the Premier in his Budget
Mpeeeh announced—it was the dominating
feafure in that edifying address—that it
was not proposed to increase taxation at the
present time,  That policy appealed te a
great many of the Premier’s supporters,
and a majority of those in this party in coa-
lition behind the Premier applanded it. In
tle brief spaee of time which has since
slapacu the policy of the Government has
heen changed. T admit there have been in-
ereases in the rates of pay to railway men
and other State emplovees. But on the other
hand the inercased charges in increased
railway rates and fares amount to £71,000
more than the amount represented by in-
ere<sed wames in thal department,

The Premier: Not a penny more this year.

Mr., JOUNSTON: Those were the figures
given ns ut the time, We were told the in-
ereased wages amounted to £266,000, whilst
the increased railway freights and fares re-
presented £337,000 for this year, showing
an ingreased taxation on the people whe
live on the land through the railway service of
£71,006. At aay rate the Government have
decided to inereasg direct taxation under
this measure by 15 per cent. all round—to
inerease both the land tax and the ineome
tax by 15 per cent.—and I do not propose to
fallow the Premier on this peint of diver-
gent policy. I prefer the announeement he
made on the 14th September last in his
Budget Speech—

Hon. W. C. Angwin called attention te
the state of the Honse.

Bells rung and a quornm formed.
{The deputy Speaker took the Chair}

Mr. JOHNSTON: I maintain  there
should be no increased taxation at the pre
gent time, and as a member of a party which
is anxious to stand bchind the Premier 1
regret that T am not prepared on this point
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ew make the sudden change of policy which
the Government enunciate in this measure.

The Premier interjected.

Mr. JOHNBTON: I do not remember
hearing of this incrcased taxation until the
Bill enmc down. In this measure it is pro-
posedt to inerease by 156 per cent. the land
tax and by 15 per cent, the income tax, I
notice with surprise that the ordinary exemp-
tions whieh taxpayers reccive in regard to
their income tax, the exemption of so much
for a family, does not apply in caleulating
the £250 per annum allowanee, below which
the increases do not operate.

The Premier: It applies to the tax.

Mr, JOLNSTON: It may, but if a man
has a gross income of £252 per anpum, and
if he has considerable exemptions on aceount,
say, of a large family, he still has to pay
the increased 15 per cent. on the whole
of the £252.

The Premier: No.

Mr, JOHNSTON: That is my reading of
the measure. T am glad to hear the Promier
say it is not so, beeause if in Committee I
am able to show him that it is s0 T feel sure
he will geeept an amendment so that the
tavpayer shall get the full exemption on his
income up to £250, hefore the inereases
operate,

Hon, W, C, Angwin: Do you think it will
wo into Committec ¥

Mr. JOHNSTON: T do uet know that it
will.  For my puart it will not, for I oppose
the weasure entirely, but T often find my-
self in a minority in matters of this kind
in the House. Tt is proposed further to in-
crease the land tax by 15 per cent. on all
land, however well improved it may be, This
is very objectionable. Tn this vegard I re-
gret the Premier did wot adopt a poliey
which 1 understood him to foreshadow in at
least one publie address in the country,
namely, increascd taxation on unimproved
lan@ rather than on all land whether im-
proved or not.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Where did he foreshadow
that?

Mr. JORNSTON: At Harrismith.
Mr. O’Loghlen: Tt has never been pub-
lished.

Hon, P, Collier: Where is Harrismith?

Mr. JOHNSTON: It is an important
agricultural centre in my electorate where n
fitting reception was given to the head of
the Government. 1 wnderstood him to say

Hon. . Collier: Making wild promises to
unsnphisticated farmers!

Mr. JOHNSTON: No, the Premier was
very fair and was not in a promising mood.
His remarks were published in an important
organ cirealating in that part of the State.
Tt was there shown that he had foreshadowed
inereaged taxation on unimproved land only,
not on all land. That policy might have
eommended itself to me and to a majority
of members on these eross benches.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Not a majority of them,
Mr, JOHNSTON: T would have preferred
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to sce an increase in the taxation on totally
unimproved land, rather than increased tax-
ation on all land. A point of policy which
will be aceeptable to a majority of the people
of this State is the increased gencral rate
of taxation on incomes exceeding £7,766 per
year, which in future will range up to 4w
in the pound.

'The Premier: They have not many votes.

Mr. JOHNSTON: That is why the Pre-
wier hag included them in his peliey.

Hon, P. Collier: There are only 64 of
them,

Mr. JOHNSTON: Whether they have many
votes or not is not the point upon which the
proposal has my support.

Hon. T. Collier: But it has an important
bearing.

Mr. JOHNSTON: It is a fair public
peliey and it i just that taxation in its
incidence should press more heavily on those
who are able to meet it. Those who are in
receipt of incomes of £7,766 per year have
little to complain of if they have to pay 4s.
in the pound. With regard to the genmeral
ingrease of 15 per cent. all round, it must
be rcmembered that this is following upon
heavily inereased Federal taxation. It is
not as if the taxpayers were paying only
one income tax, When comparisons are made
with the rate of income tax obtaining in
the Old Country and iu other places, it is
often forgotten that peopie in Australia are
paying two income taxes, a hcavy Federal
ineome tax and a Btate income tax which
the Government desire to inercase by 15 per
cent,, and these heavy taxes are superim-
posed upon two land taxes, road board rutes,
muniegipal rates, and water rates, Taking the
whole of our lwal governing taxation the in-
cidenece  of  taxation in Western  Aus-
tralia is quite as heavy as the people
e bear, I  would point out how
greatly  the reeeipts from State taxntioo
have inereased during the last four years.
In 1916-17 we received £402,337 from direct
taxation; in 1917-18, £440456, in 1918-19,
£629,060; and in 1919-20, £344196. Upon
this sum of £844,196, a year the Government
now propose to levy a super-tax as repnrds
ipcome tax and land tax of 15 per cent.

fTon. P, Collier: And dividend duoties.

Mr. JOHNSTON: That is so, with an
exemption as regarda the inerease only up
to £250 for taxpayers those ineome is lesa
than that amount, but who will not be al-
lowed the ordinary exemptions for children
and otherwise in ealculating that sum. It
iz surprising that the Qovernment ehould
have changed their poliey with regard to in-
creasing taxation, in view of the reeorded
utterances of the Premier not only in his
Budget specch on the 14th September last,
hut throughout the whole of his puklic career.
These sentiments weirhed to a considerable
extent with the members of the National and
Country parties when he was selected for the
proud position of leader of the combined



2118

National party, Un the 24th Januvary, 1918,
the Premier said—

It seems to me wrong to think that we
can do very mueh more to raise money by
taxation along the present lines. We have
alteady a lund tax, an income tax, indeed
a mnltiplicity of taxes, and 1 doubt if hon.
menmbers can expeet to impose inereagsed
taxation along the existing channels.

That is the very point, | agree with
I'remicr’s recorded utterances that it is
wise to expeet inercased taxation aloug ox-
isting channels of income fax and lamd tax
to the large amount of 15 per eent.  “That
is why 1 opposc this measure, ‘The Premier
continued—

Ancther way, we are told, is to deerease

vxpenditure, I am perfectly willing to

practise the most rigid economy, but T de
not think the eountry will be saved by de-
creasing  expenditure on  necessary fune-
tions of the Glovernment. We are 4 new
country with mueh to do anil our only hope
of getting out of the present position is by
doing things. The point is that we should
see to it that we get value for money spent.
The Premier said he was willing to practise
the most rigid ceconomy and he was anxious to
see that the people got the full value for the
whole of the money expended. On these two
pwints T stand to.day with the Premier’s ut-
terance,

Mr. O'Loghlen: But he has drifted away
a bit from those sentiments.

Mr, JOHNSTON: T regret that | have not
the ‘*Hansard’’ report of the Promier’s ve-
marks when moving the second reading of
thia Bill for the imposition of incrensed tax-
ation. This was one reason why 1 desired
to secure the adjonrnment of the debate over
the week end. Tt would have heen very im-
portant. if the Premier had shown that the
policy of rigi? economy and getticg foll
value for the money expended had heen car-
vied into effect. But we know that has not
heen done. On the other hand, one notices
that both the revenue and expenditnre of this
State are inereasing by leaps and hounds,
but great as are the increases in the revenue
the cxpenditure secms  to  inerease at a
greater rate. In 1916-17 we had u revenue
of E£4577,007, with an expenditure of
£R276,764; in 1MT7-18, revenue £4622,5186,
expenditnre £5,328,279; in 191819, revenue
£4,944.850, expenditure £5,596,865; in 1919-
20, revenne £5,863,501, expenditure £6,531,-
7253; leaving us with an accumniated deficit
on the 3Gth June, 1920, of £4,086,705, When
one looks at the huge revenne being collected
in Western Australia fram so small 2 popu-
lation—it amounts to £17 173, per head—
one must feel that this is wopderfully rich
country that it ¢an produce not only so large
an aggregate revenve but so great a  rev-
enne per head from our smail population of
330,946 souls. Particularly Js that so
when we remiember the huge revenue that
the Commonwealth Government are eoncur-
rently abatracting from the people of this
country.

the
un-

[ASSEMEBLY.]

The Premier: A is for
serviees cendered,

Mr. TOHNSNTON: The services rendered
through the trading concerns do not appear
in the figoees | have quoted. 'This aum
alone is ronsiderable,

The Peemier: Mogt of them do,

A JOHNSTON: A large amount of the
expenditure is for this purpose. When |
wrge the Premier to see whether he can
avoid impasing this extra tax, 1 should like
te pemind him how beavily the people of
the Commonwealth are suffering thronph
the inepeaged Foderal taxation.  We rte-
contly had a substuntial inerease in  the
turiff as well ag increased direet taxation,
Not the least of the difficulties with which
(hig State hag to contend is thiz tariff. |
reeognise it has increased the difficultics
which have induced the Premier to bring
this measure before the House. Another
liffienlty is the reduction in the amount of
revenue received by the State from the
Pedernl anthorities, particularly the reduc-
tion in the per eapita payments made by
the Commonweanlth to the State, This in-
ereased Federal {axation is bearing heavily
upon the people.

The Tremiecr interjecied.

My, JOTINSTON: That is why I ask the
Premicr to hesitate hefore adding 1o the
peaple ‘s burdens through State channels, [
hive heard him on many ogeasions in this
IHlouse say thar the peapie cannot be taxed
inta prosperity. Tt was his political slogan.
At a time when the rost of living is so
high awl indus*ry in many direetions ix
erippled through the high cost of living,
and there are the heavy municipal and road
board rates, all of which are added to the
Foderal taxation, T ask the Premier to stay
hi¢ hand ao far as thr people of the State
arc concerned.  The problem of increased
taaation is particularly important to those
of us who sit upon the cross benches. We
have it on 1he highzst authority in the
Ntate, from Ministers of the Crown and
others, that practically the whole of the
burden due to inercagsed taxation as regards
Jand and income tax must fall upon the
man on the tand, :

The Premier: Everything comes back tin
the producer,

Mr. JOHNSTON: The farmer and the
producer. The commercial Bections of the
community, T fear, always have passed on
any inereased taxation placed upon them.
T have a speech here which I desire to gnote
from ‘¢‘Hansard’’ of the 18th April, 1918
When giving ntteranee to hiz views on this
very subjeet, an esteemed hon. member
said—

The system of taxation in vogue has
heen in operation for a considerable time.
Fven in good times it was not thought
wise to make any amendment, but to-day,
when the producer is suffering as greatly
as he is, this mew proposal comes along. It
should be remembered that all forms of
taxation find their way back to the farmer

large amount
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and the produvcer, who is in this way heav-
ily hit.
Mr, Lutey: Not always.
The member: Yes, the producer is al-
wiys hit, The tax will always find its
way back to the man on the land.
» The Premier: Whose speech is that?

My, JOHNSTOX; That is an extract from
a speeeh of the gentleman who to-day is Pre-
mier of the State. I was pleased.to note
that even before T read this  extract "he
re-echoed the same sentiment. He said that
taxation of this nature always finds its way
hack to the producer, In the cireumstances
this invreazed taxation must be regarded
with the gravest possible concern, and must
reecive most’ vigorons opposition on the floor
of the Mouse from members of this party
onn the eross benehes, whose duty it is to
look after the interests of the very secction
of the eomnunity who on such a high au-
thority will probably have te pay all this
taxation. () the Premier’s own showing, the
Conntry party must oppose this Bill. If the
Premier can see his way to withdraw the
Bill to which I am taking exeeption, his
position in their regard, high as it is, will be
even Inore seclre,

Mr. 8mith: Yoo are offering a bribe now.

Mr, JOHNSTON: The Premier in the
speech I have quoted of two years ago re-
ferred to the mneed for economy and
to  the uecessity for getting the full
value for the expenditore within  the
State. Tn  view of the greatly in-
erensed  expenditure, and the greatly de-
ereased revenue, it would bhe gratifying to
have a statement from him as to whether
the rigid cconomy which is so pgenerally
advocated on the hustings has been put into
effeet in the departments of State.

The Premier: We are raising salaries
cvery day.
Mr. JOHNSTON: I realise that.  The

rate of pay per head is probably going
up for all the men employed in the Govern-
ment serviee in Western Australia. That ean-
not be avoided in view of the rceent report
of the Basic Wage Commission. We have
far too mauy men in the Government em-
ploy in this State, and many of them are
underpaid.
The Tremier interjected.

Mr. JOHNSTON: T think probably the
solution of the difficulty in which the State
finds itself, evidence of which was given
in the recent civil service strike, will be
found by reducing the number of men cm-
ployed and paying them Detter. We
should have the fullest information on
these points before the measure passes the
second reading. The increased freighis
and farez amount to £71,000 more than
the Iast increase in wages to the men em-
ployed in the railways.

The Premicr interjeeted.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I am compelled to ae-
cept the figures given by the Commissioner of

{76]
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Railways as correct, uniil the Government
bring uwp later figures showing the exact
amount of the increase in wages and rail-
way freights. If the figures im the de-
partmental statement are not accurate, the
Commissioner of Railways is to blame for
piving Parliament §ncorreet  information.
Those figures iwere, moreover, repeated in
a leading artiele of the ‘‘West Australian'’
without bringing forth any contradiction
or correction from the Railway Department.
T regret that the Bill ¢ontning no provision
for the averaging over a series of yoars
of the incomes on which farmers and other
producers will have to pay taxation, Every-
one knows that the producer is at the
merey of the seasons as regards his returns,
More particularly, sufferers from climatic
vagarics are entitled to have their incomes
averaged for taxation purposes,

AMr. Lambert: Whati abont the
who is at the mercy of chance?

Mr. JOHNSTON: Just now I have in
mind the farmer who, having put a large
area under crop, experiences a  drought
and makes a loss for that ycar, of say
£1,000, and in the following year, thanks
to an exccllent season, makes a profit of,
say, £3,000. In such circumstances the
producer’s income should be averaged over
a period of at least three years, During
1914, espevinlly, settlers in new distriets,
having put in large arcas, suwffered  very
lheavy lesses.  The producers have asked
for the provision which T refer to, and T
trust the Government will see their way
elear to give effeet to the demand. Fven
now the Commonwealth are inguiring into
that phase of income taxation, and during
the next few weeks a Federal Royal Com-
mission will visit Westorn Australia for
the purpose of taking cvidence. If the
Premier will undertake to adopt that Royal

miner,

Commission’s recommendations when they
are made. I for my part ashall he
quite satisfied, for T |Delieve that the
Commission’s report will be fair to the

producers of thia State. Tn reply to the
member for Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert), 1
say that the term ‘‘producer’ ns used hy
the party of which T am a member includes
winers and, in factf, cvery deseription of
produeer. L urge the Government to ex-
haust cvery possible means of effeeting ad-
ministrative economies. This increased taxa-
tion was not submitted to the people at the
lust general election. We have no right to
impose extra taxation in these dying days of
a moribund Parliament. We have no man-
date from the peeple for henvily increasing
their burdens at this astage, a few wecks he-
fore the clection. The Government show
courage in introducing these proposals at
thig period, but their rourage would have
been more advantageously applied in suh-
mitting this inereased taxation as a feature
of the Goverenment policy when the appeal
13 made to the country. I believe T am ex-
pressing the sentiments of the great ma-
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jority of the residents of the farming dis-
tricts when | say that if Ministers can prove
that those measures of economy which the
Premier promijsed in 1918 have been given
cflect to, Parliament should be prepared to
weet the Government at least half way as
regards the imposition of further taxation.
Buot T agree with the leader of the Opposi-
tion when he says that hefore agreeing to
new or increased taxes we should first be
satisfied that every penny of revenue is
heing wisely expended. Thero is one diree-
tion in which the Government might fairly
reach out for a little additional revenue,
and that is as regards taxation of the prizes
given for borse races. I find that during
the last twelve years no less a sum thap
£1,021,597 wag distributed as prizes feor
horse races in this State alone, and that the
special tax on those prizes yielded only
£16,755. During last year £102340 was
given as prizes for horse races in Wostern
Australia, and on that huge amount a miser-
able £1,706 was collected by the State.

Mr, O'Loghlen: The horse owner ia like
every other business man and must get some
-return. He pays income tax.

Mr, JOHNSTON: I admit he pays income
tax as well, but horsc racing is a luxury-in-
dustry,

Mr, O’Loghlen: Perhaps you are inter-
ested in a luxury-industry, toot

Mr. JOHNSTON: That may be so, Ttisa
luxury-industry which is heavily taxed.
While I yield to nonc in the desire to see
legitimate sport encouraged I contend that
the huge amounts given as prizes for races
in this State could fairly and properly carry
mueh heavier taxation than that at present
impoged. In view of the ecircumstances 1
have set out, I must, though with regret, in
the intefesta of the primary produ¢ets of
“Western Australia oppose the second read-
ing of this measure. I hope the measure
will be defeated.

On motien by Mr. Troy, debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 11.19 pm.
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The PRESIDENT touvk the Chair at 4.30
p.m., aud read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Governor recoived and
rend nassenting to the Railways Classifica-
tion Boarl Bill

SWEARING-[N.

The Hon. John Waters Kirwan, who was
not present when members were sworn in
after the bicnnial elections, took and sub-
seribed the oath and signed the roll

SELECT COMMITTEE, OPTICIANS
BILL.

Extension of Time.

On motion by Hon. J. Nicholson the time
for bringing up the report of the select
committee was extended for one week.

STANDING ORDER SUSPENSION,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
{(Hon, H. P. Colebatch—East) [4.35]: A
notice of motion appears in my name
“¢That for the remainder of the session the
provisions of Standing Order No. 62 be
suspended.’” It has been intimated to me
that a number of hon. members wou!d pre-
fer a different course from that which this
notice of motion suggests, and with the
permigsion of the House I intend to give
notice at a later stage for a motion more
in accordance with the wishes of hen,
members,

BILL—FACTORIES AND SHOPS.
In Committes.

Resumed from the previons sitting; Hon,
J., Ewing in the Gluair, the Minister for
Education in charge of the Bill.

Clawge d4—Interpretation (partly
sidered):

Hon, H. STEWART: At the last sitting
of the Committee an amendment was car-

con-



